








North trial ordered delayed 

WASHINGTON (API — Xlc chief justice of the supreme Court Sunday 
ordered a delay in the start of the Iran-contra trial of Oliver North to give 
the foil conrt a chance to consider the case next week. Chief Justice WUfiam 
H. Rehnqnist set a bearing for next Friday on issues raised in briefs filed 
Saturday by the Justice Department and the special prosecutor in the case. 
Conrt spokeswoman Toni House notified news organisations by telephone 
about the brief order by Rehnquist. Next Friday is the day the nation's 
highest coart had scheduled its first regular business meeting since its 
winter break. The order came as government sources said the Justice 
Department was working with prosecutors in an effort to reach a 
compromise that would allow the trial to proceed without delay. 
Discussions under way Sunday afternoon involved a possible compromise, 
with the Justice Department narrowing its objections to the planned release 
by North of classified material at Iris trial, sources said. The Justice 
Department last Wednesday detailed broad objections to many categories 
-of classified material that North plans to introduce at his trial. 
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Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Marwan AI Qasem 
Sundaysees off an . European Community delegation comprising the 
foreign ministers of. Spain, France and Greece (Petra photo) 

EC sees progress 


<H«ft 


this year 


CAlRQ (Agencies) — Progress could be made this year towards 
Middle East peace but an international conference on the issue 
jTlighf sdll he.aJdng .wav off , Spam's foreign minister said Sunday. 

Fraririsco Fernandez Ordonez, speaking for a three- man Econo- 
.mic Community ($C) mission after a 90-minute meeting with 
Egyptian President Hosar Mubarak, told a news conference: 
'Tthink we^Trore^beimpressiorithat maybe 1989 could -be the 
starting'of the peace process. But I don't dare rb make any concrete 
. prediction about .when the international conference will be held." 

The Spanish minister did not elaborate on his' remark about the 
jjeace process; but said the' team’s mission on behalf of the 12 EC 
states was to pasty for mr international conference. - 
He -said earijerthe delegation had agreed in the meeting with 
Mubarak chat < the time' '.was -Tight for such moves. 
"With.foreigpT-i^ Roland Dumas oL France and Karolos 
’ P=a poufias -of sGreecel "Fernandez Ordonez- held, talks with His 
i^ajejty.King Hussein ipAirana.) Saturday. They left for Damas- 
cus after .'G^rd ^L fitorSyiiafi leaders. - • 

-They met Palesnne liberation Organisation (PLO) leader 
Yasser "ArafeiL iit ; Madrid!' last month. Dumas' and Ternandez 
Ordonez visited' Israel separately, test 'month to launch the EC 
mission.- '** \ • ■ i-.-.- *. 

. Representing: th^. present,; past -and future holders of the 
commupity’strimmg presidency, the ministers are due to report to 
the- EC- Cooirdr Of .Ministers in. Madrid Tuesday . 

FeinajMtez'Ordonee said that the EC had adopted a new attitude 
towarifc.lhft^ and outlined the new 

policy in 'the, following poults: 

^The- derisiqn to movefrbm a level of declaration to a level of 
active involvemcnt.*^ This visit- to Egypt takes place within a 
frameworkof eon tacts with: all parties concerned... 

.. “We emphasise the necessity of the early convening of an 
i^raatiojj^pea«^n we have thfeeobjectives: first, to 

exchangepoints of -view, .with, the main parties in the conflict. 

- ^coiid; tOTxmtnbutc to pusft forward-the peace process, and third, 

; te assess the situarion in erder To consider further steps tb.be taken 

• : Fernandez Ordonez said that- the EC believed “the time has 
. cane, to try and bring the parties together.” He said both the EC 
and. Egypt-belieVed that’ the early convening of an international 
. pfiK»:confctencc*Was the best way to bring peace to the region. 

Asked abouEthe.ccrataumiiy's next step, Hernandez Ordonez 
said it; would, be.’ derided in, the Madrid meeting. 



AbdufMeguid to visit Saudi Arabia 


CAIRO (R) — - Egypriau Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul Megukl 
_ yffl visit Monday with a message for King Fahd from 

^President' H osui Mubarak, a Foreign Ministry official said Sunday. 
“The message deak with the current situation in the Arab World 
add developments In the Middle East,” (he' official (old reporters. 
Saudi Arabia %as sad it is pressing for Egypt’s readmission to. tike 
Arab League. - . . . 

‘Khashoggi trying to buy Taba hotel’ 

- TEL AV1V(R) — Israel television said Sunday that Saudi 
miiltf-irifltioaatfe Adrian. Khashoggi was negotiating to bny a 
luxury: hotel *n a deal that wimld help end the Taba border dispute 
between Israel and Egypt. Israeli arid Egyptian negotiators have 
been -bargaining-in Cairo over compensation for the 322-room 
Sonesta hotel iUrTaha when Israel turns the beach ship over to 
Egypt nnder the terms of an interna tiona] arbitration, award. 

Bhuttorderif es designs on Afghanistan 

. PEKING 4 AP)— - Pakistan Prime Minister Boiazh- Bhutto Sunday 
denied Afghanistan’s charge that her army is preparing to invade 
Afghanistan^ And- Bhutto Arid no concrete consideration had been 
given to the possibility of Pakistan forming a confederation with 
Atfetemistan after-Moscow withdraws the last of the Soviet troops 
: dial have supported the government of Afghan President NajUral- 
lah. “Let’s see- what the Afghan people deride for themselves,” 
Bhutto toW a news conference on the seomd day of a visit intended 
mainly to emphasise already .dose Chinese-Pakistani ties. 

HIzbbHah says Amai killed one 

SIDON(AF7 — Hb*ottah Sonday accused its rival Amal of luUing 
one of Hs militiamen arid 'wounding three others, violating a 
two-we^-^W peace acxtn-d berwee» the two factions. A Hizbollah 
spokesaim^ M militiamen fired at a group of 10 HizbdUah 
mecnbers riear the viBage of Irkai, 12 kilometres southeast of this 
‘ poll: 


(R) — Algeria’s st rtn^ly Independent Barber commun- 
Hy t^^ i^ a pdlitieal rind cultural organisation which could 
pma^'a %ew^icdificarp French Radio reported. The body 

was formed at tlie first confereoce of the Berber cultural movement 
hrid SaiOrday' m^Tm’OuzoH ln eastern Algeria, Radio Fiance 
Tn fc enaf^ gate reported, ft Quoted a leader of the new organisation 
ris.jSayiflg^flie^B^ element which cannot be.! 

sldrtrf.around. ike Berber.issuc has always been pul 

flaw- Ihe’ uimial political scene.”:. 


King hopes East-West 
detente will advance 
Mideast peace efforts 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hus- 
sein Sunday expressed optimism over the 
prevailing East-West detente, which, he said, 
has brought about positive developments and 
led to reduced world tension and settlement 
of regional conflicts. 


Addressing a group of Amer- 
ican journalists representing the 
U.S. National Newspaper Asso- 
ciation (NNA) at the Royal 
Court. Kuig Hussein voiced hope 
that the current favourable 
atmosphere in world politics, 
would have its positive impact on 
the Middle East issue and help 
achieve a just and lasting settle- 
ment. ' 

The Middle East is of signifi- 
cant importance, not only for its 
own people but also for the whole 
world in view of its geographical 
location, and its abundant energy 
resources, which have potential 
impact on world economy and 
Internationa] stability, the King 
said. 

Efforts to settle the Middle 
East problem do not require 
new initiatives but rather an 
acceptance by Israel of the world-- 
accepted idea of an international 
peace conference and a response 
to the positive attitude of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), King Hussein said. 

The King briefed the visitors 
on the Jordanian stand and its call 
for an international conference 
with the participation of all con- 
cerned parties to help implement 
U.N. Security Comical Resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 and solve ibe 


Palestine problem in all its 
aspects. 

The meeting was attended by 
Royal Court Chief Field Marshal 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker. 

The American journalists, who 
are on a tour of the region, weri 
earlier received by Prime Minis- 
ter Zaid Rifai with whom they 
reviewed Middle East develop- 
ments. 

The prime minister stressed 
that Jordan was seeking a just 
peace in the Middle East through 
an international conference 
under the auspices of the United 
Nations, with the participation of 
all concerned parties and the 
council's five permanent mem- 


bers. 

The prime minister referred to 
the NNA's role in explaining to 
the American public the need for 
peace in the region, ro put an end 
to the sufferings of the Palesti- 
nian people and to bait all inhu- 
man practices exercised by the 
Israeli occupation authorities. 

The Israelis, the prime minister 
said, have been resorting to all 
forms of repression considered an 
insult to human dignity, not spar- 
ing old men. women and children 
in the occupied territories only 
because the residents reject 
occupation and demand their 
legitimate rights, including the 
right to self-determination. 

The NNA groups journalists 
from 5.000 daily and weekly 
newspapers throughout the Un- 
ited States. The group will be. 
visiting Saudi Arabia. Oman. 
Iraq, Syria. Kuwait and Egypt 
during their current tour. 

No force but peace can hah intifa- 
da, KJiasawneh tells U.S. journal- 
ists, page 4 



Prime Minister Zaid Rifai Sunday 
journalists (Petra photo) 


meets with a group of American 


U.S. to continue 
dialogue with PLO 


i KEFLAV1K, Iceland (Agencies) 

; — The' United States has 
j “warned” the Palestine Libera- 
Ltion Organisation (PLO) against 
attacking Israeli military or civi- 
lian targets, but is not ready to . 
break off talks with the PLO over 
a clash in southern Lebanon, 
according to U.S. Secretary of 
State James A. Baker. 

Launching a weeklong trip to 
14 West European countries. 
Baker said Saturday be had not 
decided whether an incident a 
week ago means the PLO has 
reneged on Arafat's pledge re- 
nouncing terrorism. In the con- 
frontation, Israeli forces inter- 
cepted and killed five fighters 
who were carrying identification 
papers linking them to two fac- 
tions of the PLO. 

The pledge and a statement by 
the Palestinian leader accepting 
Israel's right to exist prompted 
former President Ronald Reagan 
to open talks with the PLO last 
December after a 13-year official 
ban. - ■ • 

“We are not prepared at this 
time to say this constitutes action 
by the PLO to cause us to break 


off the dialogue,” Baker said on a 
flight from Ottawa, Canada, 
where he opened U.S. consulta- 
tions with North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) members 
on Friday. 

But, Baker said, Robert Pellet- 
reau, the U.S. ambassador to 
Tunisia, had informed PLO offi- 
cials there that the clash last 
weekend was the kind of action 
“that presents us with great diffi- 
culty.” 

He added: “We made the point 
that actions such as this — 
directed against civilians or milit- 
ary targets, inside or outside of 
Israel — were something that 
gave us trouble." 

Israel denies report 

Israeli cabinet ministers denied 
Sunday remarks by Arafat that 
Israeli authorities were holding 
secret contacts with the PLO. 

Economy Minister Yitzhak 
Moda’i told reporters after a 
weekly cabinet meeting: “It is not 
true. The question was just asked 
in the government meeting. It 
was denied as propaganda which 
has no ground to stand on.” 



James Baker 

Arafat told the Italian news- 
paper II Messaggero Saturday 
that Israeli authorities were com- 
municating with the PLO through 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories and other channels in 
Europe. 

Asked if Arafat's remarks were 
true. Deputy Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres* said: “Not to my 
knowledge.” 

An opinion poll published Fri- 
day showed that 53 per cent of 
Israelis favoured negotiations 
with the PLO. 


Mpntazerl wants end 
to Iranian extremism 

TEHRAN (AP). — Ayatollah republic's stringent religious, so- 
Ruhollah Khomeini's designated rial and political restrictions, 
successor has called for an end to . But his latest criticism was seen 
extremism in Iran and urged the as his sharpest so far. and all the 
country's leaders to “make up for more telling as it was delivered on 
past mistakes'' that isolated the the anniversary of the day in 1979 
country. when the late Shah's government 

Ayatollah Hussein-AIi Mon- collapsed and Khomeini's revolu- 
tazeri’s remarks, published Sun- tionaries took over, 
day, echoed recent calls by other Montazeri has criticised . the 
Iranian leaders for critical self- massive celebrations, claiming 
examination as the Iranian re- the money spent on them, amid 
volution moves into its second economic woes, would have been 
decade. better spent on Iran's millions of 

Montazeri, speaking in the poor. 

Holy City of Oom Saturday at the “I didn’t say the anniversary of 

climax of 10 days of celebrations the revolution must not be cele- 
marking the revolution's 10th brated,” he said, 
anniversary, declared that Iran's But the type of celebrations 
leaders had made many mistakes that demand “a pleasant appear- 
and isolated the country from aoce are an unnecessary ex- 
much of the world. pense,” he added. 

“People in the world got the “A wise celebration would be a 
idea that our business in Iran is consideration by the Iranian peo- 
just murdering people,” he said .pie of what has been achieved in 
in a speech reported Sunday by ' the past decade. We will not be 
the official Islamic Republic content with amusing program- 
News Agency and Tehran’s mes and speeches and self- 
Abrar daily. praise,” he declared. 

Montazeri, 64, has been in- Montazeri said: “We must cor- 
creashigly critical. of the. revolt;- reel the mistakes.... in many inst- 
tfon's shortcomings and has repe- ances, we did not listen to 
atediy called for relaxation of the. advice... this obstinacy, the sfilf- 



Hussetu-Ati Montazeri 
centredness, the removal of ac- 
tive forces and the isolation of 
caring people has been to the 
disadvantage of the revolution. 

“It “is regrettable that while 
others evaluate what we have 
achieved, we're content with us- 
ing slogans and praising each 
other." 

Montazeri even questioned the 
official doctrine that Iran won the 
war with Iraq. Hostilities baited 
Aug. 20 after Iran, battered by a 
string of military defeats, reluc- 
tantly accepted a United Nations- 
sponsored ceasefire a year after 
Iraq said it was willing to do so. 



His Majesty King Hussein Sunday meets with a group of American journalists (Petra photo) 

Israeli army breaks up peace 
meeting; 5 wounded in clashes 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli military offi- 
cials broke up an intended peace 
meeting between Jewish settlers 
and Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank Sunday, saying it was 
illegal, sources said. 

Settlers said they went to 
Qalqilya town hall to discuss with 
local Arab leaders attacks by 
Palestinian protesters. 

“Our residents have lost their 
patience,” Shiomo Katan. of the 
Alfei Mensahe settlement, told 
Israel radio. “We are not in 
favour of violence so we went to 
talk to prominent Qalqilya Arabs 
in a relaxed atmosphere to try to 
put our message across.” 

The talks bad started when 
military occupation officials ar- 
rived, described the meeting as 
illegal and ordered everyone to 
leave, the sources said. 

The Arabs obeyed, but the 
settlers, who were accompanied 
by right-wing parliamentarians 


Former 
ruler of 
Abu Dhabi 
dies 
at 83 

ABU DHABI (Agencies) — The 
former ruler of Abu Dhabi, 
Sheikh Shakhboul Ibn Sultan Al 
Nahayan, who abdicated in 
1966 in favour of his brother, 
died at the age of 83 Saturday. 

Die United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) news agency WAM said 
Sunday he had died at 4 A) Ain, 
in the centre of the country, 
but did not give the cause of 
death. 

Sheikh Sultan ruled for 38 
years before giving way to his 
younger brother Sheikh Zayed 
Ibn Sultan Al Nahayan, who is 
now president of the UAE. 

Abu Dhabi and six other 
emirates of what was known as 
the trurial coast for were feder- 
ated in (971, after independ- 
ence from Britain. Sheikh 
Zayed has since been the presi- 
dent of the federation. 

Born in 1906, Shakhbout 
was the elder son of the Abu 
Dhabi ruler Sheikh Zayed the 
Great. He assumed power at 
the age of 22 after an Al 
Nahayan family consensus, the 
traditional process for choosing 
emirate leaders. 

The current president was 
on a private visit to Pakistan 
when his brother died. He was 
expected to return later Sun- 
day to attend the funeral 
Monday. 

Born into a society which 
knew nothing of the oil wealth 
below ground, Shakhbout is 
chiefly remembered for his 
g^eOL interest in assuring Abu 
Dhabi a supply of drinking 
water. 

His reign was a peaceful one, 
following an oath taken by the 
family to his mother Sbeikab 
SaUamah to stop the feuding 
that had previously ravaged 
the emirate. 

The government has ordered 
a three-day shutdown of all 
government institutions to 
mourn Sheikh Shakhbout. 

King cables condolences, 
page 3 


Michael Eitan and Guela Cohen, 
refused to leave, the sources said. 

They stayed in the building for 
more than two hours until offi- 
cials promised them a meeting 
with the West Bank army com- 
mander. Major-General Amram 
Mitzna. 

Five Palestinians were injured 
in clashes with Israeli soldiers in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza, reports said. 

One of the wounded, a 22- 
year-old man from the Gaza 
Strip, was in serious condition 
with a bullet wound in the head, 
reports said. A 70-year-old man 
from Shari refugee camp in Gaza 
was reported in danger of losing 
an eye that was hit by a rubber 
bullet. 

Also Sunday, a Palestinian hu- 
man rights group criticised a last 
week's U.S. State Department 
report for failing to go far enough 
in scoring Israel's strong-arm tac- 
tics in trying to quell the 14- 


month Palestinian uprising. 

The U.S. report also elicited a 
response from Palestinians 
Sunday. 

Law in the Service of Man, a 
West Bank affiliate of the Gene- 
va-based International Commis- 
sion of Jurists, applauded the 
American report “as a more 
balanced assessment” of Israel's 
treatment of Palestinians than in 
past years. 

But in a four-page statement 
the organisation also said the 
report was “at times seriously 
understated.” on for example, 
the numbers of Palestinians de- 
tained without trial and deaths of 
detainees. 

The group said that while The 
Americans claimed the greatest 
number detained at any time was 
2.600. the figure was in fact 
5,500. and that 1U Palestinians 
died in detention as of Dec. 10, 
nor five as mentioned in the 
report. 


Shevardnadze due 
in Amman Feb. 1 9 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Soviet Fore- 
ign Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze will visit Jordan next Sun- 
day during a Middle East lour, 
informed sources told the Jordan 
Times Sunday. 

Shevardnadze is expected to 
arrive Feb. 19. the sources said. 

The Soviet minister is also 
scheduled to visit Egypt. Iraq and 
Syria for talks expected to focus 
on efforts to convening an inter- 
national Middle East peace con- 
ference. 

Shevardnadze will visit Egypt 
this month on the first trip to 
Cairo by a Soviet foreign minister 


in 17 years. Soviet Ambassador 
Gennady Zhuravlev said in Cairo 
Sunday. 

No Soviet foreign minister has 
visited Egypt since the late Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat expelled 
thousands of military advisers in 
1972. ending more than 15 years 
of close support from Moscow. 

Zhuravlev told reporters after 
a meeting with Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Esmat Abdul Meguid. 
his second in two days, that no 
definite date had yet been set for 
the visit. 

Abdul Meguid visited Moscow 
in Mav last year. 


Clash over Rushdie book 
claiming five in Pakistan 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — At 
least five people were reported 
killed and dozens injured Sunday 
when police opened fire on hun- 
dreds of protesters yelling 
"American dogs” who stormed a 
U.S. government office. 

Police repeatedly fired rifles, 
semi-auromatic weapons and 
pump action shotguns at charging 
protesters who hurled rocks and 
bricks during three hours of fierce 
clashes in the centre of the 
capital. 

Rioting erupted when more 
than 2.000 Muslim fundamental- 
ists tried to march to the U.S. 
Information Centre to demand 
banning of the novel “The Sata- 
nic Verses" by Salman Rushdie. 

“American- dogs" and “God is 
great." protesters screamed as 
they tore down the' American flag 
from the centre, smashed win- 
dows and started fires after driv- 
ing off scores of police. 

The protesters burned the flag 
and effigies representing Rushdie 
and the United States. 

“Hang Salman Rushdie." one 
man yelled. 

Doctors at area hospitals, who 
declined to be identified, said at 
least five people had been killed 
by police gunfire and that a large 
number of protesters were in- 
jured by gunshots. 

Police said they opened fire 
when the protesters pushed past 
a Hue some 50 metres from the 
centre which protest organisers 
had agreed not to cross. 

Hospital sources estimated that 
65 were injured, including about 
20 police hit by rocks or beaten 
by die rampaging crowd. A num- 
ber of Muslim theology students 


were among the injured, doctors 
said*. 

Police arrested at least 25 pro- 
testers. Police were seen beating 
and kicking some of the arrested 
protesters. 

Three U.S. diplomats and 15 
Pakistani centre employees were 
in the centre at the rime, but they 
were not hurt. U.S. diplomats 
said. 

Witnesses quoted by Reuters 
said some demonstrators fired 
revolvers al police. 

They said the demonstration 
turned ugly when several hun- 
dred people who had been 
praying at a nearby mosque 
joined in. 

They bombarded police with 
stones and some of the protesters, 
broke through police lines, scaled 
the building and tore down the 
U.S. flag. They also burned a 
police sentry box outside the cen- 
tre and a tent that police guards 
slept in. 

It was not immediately clear 
how many of the dead were pro- 
testers and how many were 
police. 

Rushdie's book has been ban- 
ned in Pakistan and neighbouring 
India. 

The author, who was bom into 
a Muslim family in Bombay and 
now lives in London, has said chat 
many demonstrators have not 
read his book. 

Leaders in the crowd said they 
wanted to march to the centre to 
demand the banning of Rushdie's 
novel in the United States and ail 
other nations. 

“There are insulting remarks in 
this book. There are lies in this 
book." one man said. 
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Middle East News 


Pakistan rejects 
abul’s claim 




of invasion plan 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — Afghan President Na- 
jibullah's claim that Pakistani troops are preparing 
to invade and annex his country is “preposterous,” 
Pakistan said Sunday. 


Foreign and defence ministry 
officials both used that term to 
describe Najibullah's allegations, 
in a televised speech Saturday 
that Pakistani troops were mas- 
sing along the border in prepara- 
tion for an attack on the eastern 
city of Jalalabad in Pakistan. 

“It’s impossible, it's preposter- 
ous. Those poor chaps, they say 
so many things.” said Brigadier 
Riaz Ullah. inter-services public 
relations officer. 

“We're issuing a denial. It's 
preposterous," said Zahir 
Akram, director of the Foreign 
Ministry's Afghanistan section. 

Pakistan and the United States 
have supported rebels in their de- 
cade-long war against the Soviet- 
backed Afghan government. 

The Soviet army is finishing its 
withdrawal after nine years of 
involvement in the fighting. The 
remaining Soviet combat forces 
are supposed to be out of Afgha- 
nistan by Wednesday under a 
U.N. -mediated accord signed by 
Moscow last April. 


Pakistani officials described 
Najibullab's statement Saturday 
night as part of a propaganda 
campaign by Afghanistan's Com- 
munist government. 

Radio Kabul, monitored in 
Islamabad, has claimed over the 
past several weeks that Afghan 
government troops have captured 
or killed dozens of alleged U.S. 
and Pakistani “military advisers" 
inside Afghanistan. 

Washington and Islamabad 
have called those claims fabrica- 
tions. 

The Afghan rebels, called Mu- 
jahedeen, and Western analysts 
predict the communists will fall 
within weeks or months after the 
Soviets complete their withdraw- 
al. Najibtillah has repeatedly re- 
jected that claim and contends his 
forces are srrong enough to resist 
the rebels. 

The rebel groups, the most 
powerful of which are based in 
Pakistan, have failed to agree on 
the process for setting up a tran- 
sitional government that would 



Afghan troops patrol a Kabul street as last columns 
of Soviet soldiers prepare to leave Afghanistan. On 


left is a poster of cosmonaut Abdul Ahad Moham- 
mad who joined a Soviet space mission last August 


lead to a post-war Islamic govern- 
ment in Afghanistan — if they are 
victorious in their civil war. 

The Pakistan-based rebels, 
who are Sunni Muslims, are at 
odds with Mujahedeen based in 
Iran, who are mainly Shi'ite Mus- 
lims, over the composition of a 
council and provisional cabinet. 

The Sunni factions also are 
split between the powerful Isla- 
mic fundamentalist parties and 
weaker moderate groups. 

The council held an inaugural 
meeting Friday, without most of 
the Shi'ite rebel leaders who 
boycotted the session, then ad- 
journed to try to work out a 
compromise in Che dispute. A 
rebel spokesman said Saturday 
that the codncil would be recon- 
vened in “two or three days’' but 
refused to be more specific. 

The Iran-based rebels contend 
they are not being given enough 


representatives ori the council or supporting the « 

enough positions in the proposed administration official told Reu- 


cabinet. 


U.S. to continue aid 
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Celebrate Valentine’s 
□ay Dinner 

At looiNiqkis Club 


The United States will continue 
giving military aid to the rebels 
as long as the Soviet Union sup- 
ports the Kabul government, a 
White House spokesman said 
Saturday. 

President Bush considered the* 
issue at a National Security Coun- 
cil meeting Friday and reaffirmed 
the policy of “positive symmet- 
ry," Martin Fitzwater said. 

“The United States will con- 
tinue to support the rebels as long 
as the Soviet Union supports the 
Kabul government,'' he told re- 
porters at Bush's holiday home in 
Maine. Fitzwater did not elabo- 
rate. 

,The New York Times quoted 
senior administration officials 
Saturday as saying the aid was 
needed because the Soviets had 
left behind in Afghanistan large 
amounts of military hardware. 

The United States said last 
spring when the Soviet troop 
withdrawal accord was signed in 
Geneva that Washington would 
continue to supply the rebels as 
long as Moscow supplies the 
Kabul government. 

“We said all along that we 
would support the Mujahedeen 
as long as they (the Soviets) are 


ters. 

Asked if the U.S. policy was to 
push for removal of the Najibul- 
lah regime even after the Soviet 
troop withdrawal is complete, the 
official said: “We want a govern- 
ment the Afghan people support. 
He's never been included in that 
definition-" 


Relief aid delayed 


U.N. airlifts of emergency sup- 
plies for besieged Kabul are being 
delayed by people getting cold 
feet, a U.N. official said Sunday. 

Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, 
who is directing the relief opera- 
tion, told a news conference that 
the pilot of an Ethiopian airlines 
which flew the first relief supplies 
into Kabul Friday had been 
ordered by Addis Ababa to stop 
further flights. 

The prince declined to say 
whether the difficulties were poli- 
tical but said “some people may 
be getting cold feet." 

He added: “We are looking for 
other carriers and don't know if 
or when the next flight to Kabul 
will take place.” 

The U.N. airlift to Kabul has 
been dogged by problems. Many 
airlines refused to fly the first 
shipment of 32 tonnes and an 
Egyptian plane turned down the 
job at the last moment after first 
accepting it. 
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Book your table now at our 


with The Lebanese Singer: 

Gina Muhab. 

Singer: 

Osama Abdullah. 

Belly dancer: 

Lolita . 

accompanied by: 

the Oriental band. 


JD. 12:500 Per Person: 
Dinner Inclusive 
For Reservations 
Please call: 674111 



For thts special occasion • 
Gala dinner - live music 
and lots . of. surprises 


For reservation , please call ext. 5 

HOTEL^ORKW INTER: CONTINENTAL 


Maghreb 

leaders 


-BRIEF:''-.'. ; 


Rally In Rome in support of Palestine 


; -ft 


p 


to debate 
unity 
options 


ROME (AP) — About 30,000 Italian and Arab deinoiistratoi^ 
waving banners and chanting slogans, marched in Rome Saturday,; 
to express support for a Palestinian state, Italian news ageoaes ; 


J 


& 


said.” r fhe agendes said the march, orgamsed‘>y ; tfa<r 1*#^ 
League for People's Rights and the Association for Peace* was ted 


by students waving the Palestinian flag and holding portraits bf _ 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) leader Yasser Arafet.- 
The demonstrators, who arrived from all over Italy, gathered-] 
outside the Basilica of St, John the Lateran to hear a speech byt’ 


By Jonathan Wright 

Reuters 


Nemer Hammad, the PLO representative in Italy. ^Wc wam . 
Palestine to return to being the land of peace,” HammadtoET the". 


TUNIS — Frve Maghreb heads 
of state meet in Marrakesh this 
week to debate a planned 


alliance which Libya has prop- 
the 


osed extending almost to 
Equator. 

Diplomats said the other 
four countries involved — 
Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco and 
Mauritania — are unlikely to 
take the Libyan proposal 
seriously after eight months of 
work on a more modest plan. 

Tunisia, with a mandate 
from its neighbours, drafted a 
treaty creating common in- 
stitutions for an Arab Maghreb 
union intended to stimulate 
economic development and 
face the challenge of the single 
European market envisaged 
for 1992. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi, who has fathered a 
long series of stillborn unity 
plans, Friday revived a scheme 
to include Mali, Niger, Chad 
and Sudan in an alliance 
stretching almost the width of 
Africa and from the Mediterra- 
nean deep into the Tropics. 

The diplomats said the tim- 
ing of the Libyan leader's 
proposal must raise doubts ab- 
out his commitment to go 
along with his Arab neighbours. 

Qadhafi and Tunisian Presi- 
dent Zine A1 Abidine Ibn Ali 
have been in contact daily for 
most of the last week on prepa- 
rations for the three-da v sum- 
mit which starts Wednesday, 
The two different concepts 
of the union illustrate yet again 
the problem of moulding the 
politically and economically di- 
verse region into a cohesive 
whole. 

Libya and Algeria are oil- 
rich states with state-domin- 
ated economies and limited 
political freedoms, while Tuni- 
sia and Morocco are liberal 
Western-looking states depen- 
dent for their foreign exchange 
on tourism, phosphates ad 
light industry. / 

Until recently Algeria and 
Morocco had been at odds 
since independence, first over 
their border, later over the 
Western Sahara where Algeria 
supported the Polisario Front 
against the Moroccan army. 

Maghreb union would have 
been impossible without last 
year’s rapprochement between 
Algeria and Morocco, which 
went a step further this week 
with President Chadli Ben- 
jedid's visit to Morocco — the 
first by an Algerian president 
lor 17 years. 

Polisario leaders have held 
direct talks with King Hassan 
of Morocco and are telling 
reporter that the front expects 
lo attend the Marrakesh sum- 
mit “in some way or another." 


demonstrators. “Thanks to Italy for the support that it has gjvei^ : 
us Palestinians, the protagonists of the intifada, (which ’ 
non-violent struggle.” In the square outside the church, young ' 
people wearing kefias mingled with housewives, politiciaiB and-; 
the ambassadors from Iraq, Kuwait; Libya and Sudan. Near the:- 
end of the peaceful demonstration a group of about a hu ndre d:- 
protestors burned an Israeli flag and called for armed, struggle iiF 
the occupied territories. - 
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Church aide rejects report Waite died; 


LONDON (R) — An Anglican official has rejected as 'tintrerar 
British newspaper report that kidnapped Church of England- 
envoy Terry Waite , was feared dead, Jbbh-X.yttfe, advas er-ytd - 
Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runde, was commenSSg 
Saturday on a News of the World report that Waiters capfdn^ 
killed him after they heard a British mercenary had boastedb^ - 
was about to free the envoy. Waite disappeared m 'Lebairon wef ' 
years ago on a mission to seek the release of hostages. “Asfar L as 
we're concerned, Mr. Waite is still alive, " Lyttie. told — 


•>* 






•:T 


He said a woman approached the axchbishop’s office. last October 
John Banks was planning toiry to rescue Wsnfer. '. 




saying mercenary John Banks was planning toiiy i 
“We were told it was essbntially to rescud one Or more Americans' 
but that Mr. Waite would be rescued at the same time,” Lyttic 
added. “I said very firmly it was an insane thing to do, rt wolijd be 
extremely dangerous and to lay off. I don't' be lieve any atfempt 
was ever made," he said. The mass-circulation ""blews qf the- 
World, in its Sunday edition, said an mtenjatitmaihum was od ftsr, i 
Banks after he vanished with £1 million ($ir75 miflion) he iatl . 1 
negotiated from U.S. backers to free the hostages. Banks-is 1 
thought to have acted as a mercenary in Africa and elsewbere A 
Home Office spokesman saidheknew nothing ab 0 .utBhnksr-or the_ 
allegations. • 
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Kenyan newspaper apologises tpiran : c : f- 'jfF* 


NAIROBI (R) — A Kenyan newaoaper apdogKed^ Sunday for T^/ 
mistakenly using the old fldg of the Shah in an adyextising feature. i-y 
marking the 10th anruversary of the Iraniah revohrtton. TlKr 
Standard, Kenya's oldest newspaper, printed a picture of the old 
flag in its Saturday edition^ OmSuu day, under a picture erf the new^ 
Iranian flag, the paper said: “We apologise to the .Iranian - 
embassy in Nairobi forthe erabarrassment caused by this' error." 
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Ultra-orthodox group suspected of bomb ' - t 


-3SSHI 


TEL AVIV (R) ~ Police dismantled a bomb next tda store that 
sold secular newspapers Saturday after a tip-off that One had been 
planted by an ultra-orthodox extremist group, Israel radio said. A 
caller said the underground group, Kesher, was responsible 
Police this week arrested 10 members of the group belfeved to- 
have been responsible for bombing kiosks of vendors of secular 
newspapers in Bnei Brak, a Tel Aviv suburb. Reskieiits of Sde 
Boker communal farm found swastikas daubed on the grave of 
braeKs first prime minister, David Ben-Gurion this week, signed 
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Bomb blast at anti^Khomeinf meeting site 


W 


COLOGNE, West Germany - 

Saturday outside a . West Gennan university building where 


A bomb exploded , on 


members of an. Iranian opposition group were meeting, a police 
spokesman said. There was no immediate claim of responsibility 
for the blast which injured two people. The police official said it 
was not deaf whether the . bombing was connected to the 
gathering of the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, which opposes the regime 
of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. 


Israel averts general strike 


At the lust ministerial meet- 
ing in Tunis lact month, it was 
Morocco and Algeria which 
differed with Libya and Tuni- 
sia over how far they should go 
towards creating permanent in- 
stitutions. 

Tunisia, with support from 
Libya, wanted the proposed 
union to have a permanent 
secretariat, while a Moroccan: 
document proposed only a j 
council of heads of slate and a 
council of ministers, meeting 
regularly with rotating chair- 
manships. 

The Moroccan proposals 
were used as the basis of the 
treaty drafted by Tunisia. It is 
not yet clear to what extent 
Tunisia has inserted its own 
ideas. 


TEL; AVIV (R) — ■ Israeli employers, labour leaders and treasury 
offidals signed a cost-of-living agreement Saturday night narrowly 
averting a general strike due to begin at midnight, labour officials 
said. Employers last week agreed to give workers a six per cent : 
rise to cushion a 12 per cent increase m prices predicted for the : 
penod between October 19S8 and March 1989 but remained- m'. -. 
dispute over liming, with workers demanding the full amount by.' . 
September this year while employers wanted to stagger payments,- A 
into 1990. Minutes before the midnight deadline negotiators 
agreed that workers would receive a three per cent rise with their 
February salaries and the balance in three equal instalments paid 
in August and December 1989 and April 1990, the officials^L 
I reasury officials told Reuters the agreement would have to'be - 
ratified by the cabinet before taking effect but they- saw ho 
obstacles to it winning government approval. --V 


Iranians seize gold from.smugglers 


NICOMA ( AP) — Iranian coast guards have seized a total ofl08 ' : 

p . l l \ c .“ r hld J en a . laQnch « th e inrerrationalwatefs.^ ' ' 

If °f Oman, the official Islamic Republic News Agency 

Sa f 1 urda y- 11 “id the goldbars," ^ 
JjiUion nyaJs (S57 million), were seized and confiscated- Friday,. * 
Five international smugglers were arrested." TRNA - 

without disclosing the identities or the nationalities of the aSeged 
smugglers. It said each gold bar weighed three kilogrammes 
Slba? n0t0n0us for 8° ld smuggling, especially be 5^ 



CHURCHES 


PROGRAMME ONE 
15:30 


15:40 

I5:4S 

I?: 10 

18^0 

18:05 

18:20 

I9:1S 

19:40 

2th00 

20:30 

2IJ5 

21:45 

2230 . 

23M . 

23:10 , 


Koran 

Programme to icu 

Children prn^mm*.^ 

.. . High Monrain Ranccrv 
.. Nc»sMjmmar> in Arabic 

VVrnidNcwN 

Arahtost-ncv 

Loci pfocramme 

Pfi'iirjmmi.' renrt' 

... Nc»v in Arabic 

ArahtCM-rro 

Programme review- 

Monday Fnruni 

Vanciy Show 

. News summarv in Arabic 
Variety show icURid. j 


Tei. 


Tvl 


Tel. 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17 JO Lc Monde e>i A Vooi 

New* in French 

*^15 Weekly Spun magazine 

19J8 Newe m Hebrew 

** :4S Vane lies 

Alio Ailo 

21.-00 .... So you want io slop srm-k mp 

2, Jl® Jack and Mike 

News in EngirsH 

22:28 J«weliniheCm»vn 


Aesemblirs of God Church. 

1.327X5. 

Stt. Joseph Church Tel. f»245w. 
Church ul the Annunciation 

<•37440. 

•>e la .Salk CTmrrh Td. r«t|757 
Terrasanla Church Td. b223bb 
Church of Ibc Annunciation 
b2354l 

Anglican Church Td. 625383. Td. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
7752UI. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751, 
km man International Church 

6K5326 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

KI1M5. 

Rainbow Congregation Td. JC2WI5. 
The Church of Jeus Christ d Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. SI5SI7. sjlZfyi 


DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valkv 


Min.'n 


icmp. 


5! 15 
-1/ 5 
fi.'IO 


IRB1D: 

Dr. Alt At Omari 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy 


{-) 

... (985238} 


Yesterday's high lemperaiures: Am- 
man 2.5, Aqaba 15. Hurnidily read- 
ings: Amman 97 per cent. Aqaba 52 
per cent. 


ZA.RQA: 

EH- Soldi Al Sa/arini . 
Khuhfdi pharmacy .. 


( — 1 

985417 


Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs hbllQI 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 77-11 II 

Water Audioriiy 6MH00 

Jordan Eke* ricilyAulhor.lv ... S 15615 
EkcthC Power 


ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovi. Hospital .... 
Zarqa Naiioiul Hospital 

Ibn Sinu Hospital 

IRB1D: 


KW1W3323 
(119)99 1071 
(09)086732 


Miimn* (small) 

Or. i npe I Sham mmit/j 

Orange (local) 

Onion (dryl " 

Onion (green) 

Pepper (hoi) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Poiaio ' 

Spinach 

Mandarin 

Tunuiocs 


5IIU / 41X1 
Jsu / 3IU 
250 1 2W 
230/180 

260 /an 

M0 / 580 
500 /4UI 
25U/20U 
170/13) 
360)300 
2lU / 140 


Offier Flights (Terrainal 2 ) r;; 

09:20. . > 

9 9-J5 .. 


- ■ Sana’a (tH ) ' 

-Vuiro.,' 




EMERGENCIES 


Company 636381 

RJ Flignl Informalioii (18-53200 

Queen Alia Inti- Airport 118-52000 


Td. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


Td. 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


PRAYER TIMES 


Dulktni •mppln. d by the Department of 
Mcic.irohigi. 


04:49 .... 
06:17 .... 
11^0 .... 
14^5 .... 
I7-J3 .... 


Fajr 

(Sunrise I Doha 

Dhuht 

’Atr 

Maphreb 


li will he cloudy and rainy with 
snow over mountain* at tunes. Wmtti 
will be westerly mode rale to fresh. In 
Aqaba n will he partly cloudy with 
scaiicrcil showers Winds will he 
southerly mode rule and seas rough. 


.AMMAN: 

Dr. Majcd Abu Sndneh 

Dr. Abdul Majid Al Shd'er 

Dr. Mahmoud Allan 

Dr. Mohammad Abu Mihfouz 
Firas pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy 

At Ascma pharmacy 

Nwroukh pharmacy . . 

Al 8alam pharmacy 

Yacoubphannacv' 

Shmdsanr pharmacy 


881635 

791405 

894866 

793344 

661912 

778336 

637055 

623672 

636730 

644945 

637660 


Civil Defence Department 6611 II 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rncuc 630341 

CmT Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 62209093 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 8434(8 

Traffic Police 65639001 

Public Security Department 

656000 / 685111 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Comphunts 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance} 

Overseas Ca Ha 

Central Amman Telephone 


HOSPITALS 


Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital fU2)2471(» 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
OUEEAUA 

international airport 


DEPARnjfRES ^ 
Jordan fan 


market prices 


12 


17 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .... 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn . 
Altiieh Maternity. J. Amn.. 
Jabal Ammon Maicmiiy 

Malhas.J. Amman 

- Palestine, Shmeisani 

Shmcnani Hinpital 

University Hospital .. 

Al-Muasher Hospital 

The Islamic. Abdali 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn . 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 

Army, Marks 

Oitscn Alia Hospital 

Antal Hospital 


813813/32 
, 644281/h 
. 642441/2 
612362 
....636140 
. 664171*4 
.... 069131 
.... 845845 
. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
60224W50 

.... 674155 


UppcrAiwcr price 

Apple 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) .. 

Beans 

Broad beans [" 

Cabbage 

Carrots ” 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers 

Dates 

Eggfriant 

Garlic 

Grapefruit ” 

Lemon 

Leu oce (per one) 
Marrow (large) 


in lib per kg. 

500 / 450 

350 / 300 

300 / 250. 

650 / 550 

800 / 700 

170*140 

240/200 

220/170 

550 / 450 

600 / 500 

24(7/ 1817 

250/200 

210/170 

250 / 200 

140/ too 

•■.»•■ 350/300 


mfonnj/itojfl is supplied by Royal 

fSjTSL*?? mformatian JcjSrf- 

MW»A »-hcrc k 
shook! always be verified. ' 


ARRIVALS 


I,i4S Vienna, dric 
’ (RJ) - 

20ti» a 

20:15 ... 


09:10 

09:10 ..... 

09:30 

09:40 

09345 

09*^0 
10:15 .... 
Ifc45 ..... 
lfc» 
lt30 


•*••• Aqaba (RJ) ' 

.............. Danukds(RJ) .. 

•' Catrd(RJ> 

........... — .. Kuwait (RJ) . 

... Dutiai, 'Abu Dhabi (RJ) - 

Sana'a (RJ) 

Limaea(RJ)' 

• CmrofRjj 

CasaWMca, Tunis (RJ) 

'BmtgkohfRJ), 


Other 
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Wl 
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AMMAN (7elr»)-^-£(fa Majesty King Hussein Sunday sent a cable 
at Arab Emirates (UAE) 

^rffclt SUj£afr~ 0 Q tt»e. death aff Iris browser Sheikh 
Shafc&bo^l^ Jhecabfe the Hag paid tribute to the 

exfaihgfe fcelweofr Jo«i&»and the UAE and joint cooperation in 

senfagilfo ^ V 


£*« support f ore! osing down 

abou, 1 . WAMMAN fPttra) —Prime Minis- meat's step was bound to pro 
iriQed l Vteri Zaid Ri&f his received tables snffkkot amo ants of foreign 
*%'. of isnpjwrt for the amnnai's V««y *he public newts. 

1 decision .East week U> dose down *- AJso Sunday Prune Mm 
e. money exchange - firms tit the Zaid Rtfai visited Mints! ei 

»te dinj country. ■'•■:•• ~ .yr ■ ■ ■■ • Agncaltnre Yousef Hamdai 

,e 0 « -._ • - . ‘ Jaber at the hospital, where 1 

ectnH .. Cables came front' representa- ■ Unde ratine treatment froi 


gj.» mantel uuur irwa isjaot™- 

°rch 05 a % ^Vcs various poWfc unif private 
vm ° ^organisations and economic and 

Ja 16 ' trade inslitntions i "to the country 
t wh P expressed their deei^salisfac- 

v tioa with the government V action, 

i ■ , which they dtserflied as "ia wise 
* n <step designed to maiiitain econo- 
8 ^- “^, V rnic stability in the Kingdom and 
lt> Jd toC 1 ending profiteering -and uunper- 
last fyu big with the notional economy.” 

’ The cables safer that the. govern- 


ment's step was bound to provide 
sufficient axno tints of foreign cur- 
rency for .the public needs. 

- Also Sunday Prime Minister 
Zaid 'Rifai visited Minister of 
Agriculture Yousef Hamdan A1 
Jaber at the hospital, where he is 
undergoing treatment from a 
stroke he had suffered while tak- 
ing part in the joint Jordanian- 
Egyptian Higher Committee 
meetings in Cairo. 

Mr. Rifai sent a cable to Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
Chairman Yasser Arafat Sunday 
expressing his condolences on the 
death of Jamal Arafat, the Palesti- 
nian leader's brother, who. died 
Friday morning in Saudi Arabia. 


3 nuilion} h»J 

* la 8*- 1£ 

houi Batiki^, 

s to Iran 

SuiKbri 

tdv cnifl J] gf t j t 

‘ revolution, t 

picture of k, 
picture or ihcjT 
e to the fat 
b > teem 

edof bos 
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SEMINAR ON HUMANITARIAN LAW: A symposium on 
international humanitarian law now underway in Amman Sunday 
reviewed a number of working papers dealing with civil rights of 
people under military occupation in the light of the fourth Geneva 
Convention and deportation of Arab citizens from the occupied Arab 
terriiories. -The papers, also tackled the collective punishments 
imposed on Palestinians by the Israeli authorities. (Perm) 

ISLAMIC CITIES ORGANISATION: Greater Amman Mayor 
Abdul Ra'oiif Al Rawabdeh met Sunday with Abdul Qader Hamzeh 
Koushak. secretary general of the Islamic Cities Organisation and 
discussed Amman -municipality's preparations for hosting the orga- 
nisation's fifth meeting. Municipality officials said that the' meeting is 
scheduled for March '1ft.' 

6 FOODSHOPS CLOSED: The Public Safety Committee in the 
northern Jordan Valley Sunday derided to close down six foods hops 
for violating the health safety regulations. The committee also 
destroyed an unspecified amount of foodstuff found to be unfit for 
human consumption. (Petra) 

DRUG TRAFFICKER JAILED: The military court has sentenced 
Mohammad Khalaf to 15 years in prison and the payment of JD 
20,000 for possessing drags. The coart fined Ninier Hussein Kamaiat 
JD 60 for violating Ministry of Supply regulations. The military 
governor has endorsriil>6t!i sentences. (Petra) 


Cabinet endorses SSC 
loan to Housing Corporation 

*9 Site AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet Hon in providing training to 
. _ has endorsed an %-eeinait tmder Jontenian tmdwiy« and mnrses 

mh cjpWri whkh ^ 50 ^ Security Cor- employed in hospitals and medical 
V hsnldm 2 * poration (SSC) wOl lend the Hoiis- “tdres opera tong in the southern 
meeting. i|*JJ Corporation JD : 5 million to regions of the Kingdom, 
n u! respoask finance; Al Bafrawl boosing pro- The project, which is being 
*•»«■'* on ^“ ject In Zarqa. The; project fa to sponsored by the Health Ministry 
1 ' benefit limited' income families and the National Medical lnstitu- 
covered by the SSC law. • ' lion, aims to raise the standard 

The Cabinet' also endorsed and improve the performance of 
memoranda exchanged by Jordan the; staff employed in these cen- 
and West Germany on coopera- tres. 


, , I WllMU t«V uwvuh — j 

V hu, ‘ din 3 *• poration (SSC) will lend the Hpris- 
jog Corporation JD 5'jnDUon to 
n ut finance:. Al Bafr^ housing pro* 
tiweomculffijgci in Zarqa. The; prtjfadt fa to 
.t-nneafd limited' income families 

pposcs the iff covered by the SSC law. 

The Cabinet' also endorsed 
memoranda exchanged by Jordan 
and West Germany oh coopera- 


da\ night w®' 


indi® Canadian development agency 


SS team ends visit to Jordan 


:cr " a AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — A 
, preoineu- representing -the Canadian 
’ in ierirational- DereJopment 

,u Agenty has wound up a visit to 
sraecci Jordan during which its members 
idline j, e y witii offiriafa from the 
:ent riy "W Ministry of Energy, and Mineral 
ii msnjw^ Resources. and the' Jordan Elec- 
thr oifio**: triaty Authority (JEA) dealing 
ttOuM ^‘ f ' with bilateral cooperation -in 
but lA*?' 51 energy related - affairs. ...... 

The two sides also discussed 
the possibility of building a 
■ _ r c laboratory in Jordan fbr. testing 
!9 5ei ejedrical equipment and cleaning 
.Tjjji 1 insulating material along; the 
la*? rabies "and pdwer transmission 

W« ’j}'; . In. the. meantime it was 
ft 1 ;*; \ pif armoanted that JEA was con- 
^ ducting a feasibility study on set- 
1 tiiig'iip:an experimental station to 

uic-' 1,1 lIK ^- generate "-electricity from wind 

l : — — — 


power. 

A JEA spokesman said that the 
projected station would be set up 
in ihe north of the country and 
would be expected to produce up 
-to 5,250 kilowatt hours, and that 
components for the wind turbines 
would be manufactured in the 
Kingdom. 

The JEA in cooperation with 
the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) are conducting other tests 
on generating power from wind 
and solar energy. 

An RSS sponsored project for 
generating electricity from the 
solar and' wind power was last 
year started at Jurf Al Darawish, a 
.‘remote . village that cannot be 
supplied by normal power lines 
from the main generation cen- 
tres. 


ts 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings sire compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

- EXHIBITIONS 

<r An art exhibition by Pan! and Emanuel Guiragoussian at Abdul 

- HamM -Shomaa Foundation. 

* An exhibition of lithographies by French artist Jean- Paul 
Chambas at the French Cultural Centre. • 

fr The Arab Conteflapcrary Artists exhibition at Al Wasiti 
Gallery. 

"it An exhibition of drawings and watercolours of German 
Romanticism at Mu’ta University, 
fr An exhibition entitled “Town Squares' of Europe’' at the Royal 
Cultural Centre.. 

* An art exhibition entitled “Warm Colours in the Jordanian 
Environment'* -by students from the University of Jordan, at 
the YarmoUk University. 

LECTURE 

-fir A lecture, in Arabic on import and export policy in achieving 
food Security by Del Abdul; Sahun Kansan at the Biology 
Auditorium in the: Unrnersity of' Jordan — 12 noon. 

fr A French fihn entitled “The Name of the Rose'* which is shown 
■ ' as part trf lhe European Fihn Weds at the Royal Cultural 

- Cortre.:-^ 8ti)0 jp.m. ’• V 1 



Prince Mohammad visits army HQ 


His RoyaJ Highness Prince Mohammad, the per- 
sonal representative of His Majesty King Hussein 
Sunday visited the army headquarters and met 
with army Chief Of Staff Falhi Abu Taleb and his 


assistants. Later Prince Mohammad called at the 
headquarters of the Royal Jordanian Air Force 
and met with the air force commander (Petra 
photo i 


Information Minister H»ni Khasawneh Sunday opens a training course for Jordan Radio and 
Television Corporation employees in Amman (Petra photo) 

Khasawneh calls for objectivity, 
truth in conveying information 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Information Hani Khasawneh 
Sunday opened a training course 
for Jordan Radio and Television 
Corporation officials at the cor- 
poration's training centre in Am- 
man with a speech in which he 
paid tribute to Radio Jordan and 
Jordan Television for their well- 
prepared programmes that pro- 
vide services to the public. 

Khasawneh said that the in- 


formation message should con- 
tain the truth and must be pre- 
sented with objectivity and re- 
sponsibility to the public. 

The minister urged the trainees 
to promote the cause of self- 
reliance among the members of 
the public, especially now since 
the country is seeking to encour- 
age investment and exploiting the 
people's creative and inventive 
potential to serve the nation. 


The corporation Director 
General Munir Al Durra and 
other officials were present at the 
opening ceremony. 

The corporation's centre has 
organised several training courses 
for officials over the past six 
months dealing with the prepara- 
tion of programmes, broadcasting 
techniques and skills, and other 
related topics. 


Meeting begins discussion on 
regionaS food safety strategy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A regional 
symposium- opened here Sunday 
to discuss food safety, measures 
pertaining to this issue and reg- 
ulations to ensure sound ways of 
handling and marketing food- 
stuffs in the Mediterranean re- 
gion. 

Health Minister Zuhair 
Malhas, who opened the four-day 
meeting called participating 
countries to work hand-in-hand 
with the World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO) in preparing a re- 
gional food safety strategy, en- 
sure food with good quality and 
nutrition.!! value for the members 
of the public. 

"Providing safe food is part of 
the primary health care campaign 
being launched by Jordan since 
1978 in cooperation with WHO," 
the minister said. 


Transport 
committee 
ends talks 
in Amman 

AMMAN (Petra. J.T.) — A 
technical committee formed by 
Jordan, Iraq and Egypt to discuss 
promoting transport and com- 
munications operations between 
the three countries has wound up 
a meeting in Amman Sunday but 
no statement was issued following 
the final session. „ 

The committee members held a 
meeting last week with Minister 
of Transport and Telecom- 
munications KhaJed Al Haj Has- 
san and reviewed ways to prom- 
ote operations and activities of 
the Arab Maritime Bridge Com- 
pany (AMBC). 

The committee reviewed plans 
'for the compnay’s operations in 
1989 and measures to overcome 
obstacles impeding the develop- 
ment of the Aqaba-Nweibeh land 
sea route which serve the three 


“Jordan gives due attention to 
food safety matters and the 
Health Ministry laboratories con- 
stantly test samples of food mar- 
keted in the country." the minis- 
ter noted. 

He said the ministry is being 
helped in this endeavour by the 
Customs Department, the Am- 
man Municipality, the Royal Sci- 
entific Society, the University of 
Jordan and the Ministry of Indus- 
try and Trade. 

The symposium entitled "con- 
sultation meeting for regional 
strategy on safety" was 

organised by the WHO’s Amman- 
based Centre for Environmental 
Health Activities (CEHA) in 
cooperation with the Health 
Ministry. 

Delegates from seven countries 


taking part in the meeting, heard 
a message from Dr. Hassan Al 
Jaza'iri. WHO’s Eastern 
Mediterranean regional director, 
who underlined the fact (hat the 
attainment of complete food safe- 
tv can only result from coordina- 
tion of efforts on the part of 
government agencies. 

Jaza iri's message, which was 
read out on his behalf, reviewed 
the different activities carried out 
by WHO. especially in the field 
of combating health hazards re- 
sulting from food contamination 
by chemical substances. 

The delegates, who will be 
oriented on latest methods to 
ensure food safety, come from 
Saudi Arabia. Egypt. Tunisia. 
North and South Yemen, Pakis- 
tan and Jordan. 


3,000 bus drivers needed 

MINISTER of Transport and Telecommunications K ha led Al Haj 
Hassan Sunday chaired a meeting to discuss the question of 
providing training to drivers of buses, mini-buses and trucks 
because of driver shortage in Jordan. The minister stressed the 
importance of implementing the project by the end of this month, 
so that Jordanians will replace non-Jordanian drivers in this area, 
a move that will no doubt save foreign currency* The minister said 
that the country is in need of at least 3,000 drivers on various 
vehicles. Representatives from the Public Security Department, 
the Jordan-Iraq Land Transport Company and ihe private sector 
were present at the meeting. (Petra) 


Swedes praise quality of treated Aqaba water 


Experts Identify areas of 
environmental pollutic#n 


By Najwa Najjar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two Swedish experts in environment 
protection have raised questions on air and water 
pollution in Jordan as part of a long-term problem 
identification project to improve the environmental 
conditions in the Kingdom. 



Dr. Uir vun Bromssen, an ex- 
pen on soil and groundwater 
pollution, and Ulrika Rasmuson. 
an industrial pollution control ex- 
pert. discussed the findings of 
their two-week trip to Jordan 
during a press conference 
Sunday. 

For the past two weeks, the 
two-member delegation visited a 
number of industries, water treat- 
ment plants, basins and dams, 
met with various officials at the 
Jordan Y'alley Authority, re- 
sponsible ministries, the Royal 
Scientific Society and the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. They also 
toured several industrial plants in 
Aqaba. 

According to Bromssen and 
Rasmuson, although Jordan has 
relatively low air pollution, many 
areas in the Kingdom have con- 
taminated water. 

Zarka was particularly noted 
by both experts as being “heavily 
polluted." They studied the pol- 
lutants from industries and muni- 
cipal waste water treatment along 
the Zarka River. 

"The Zarka water was among 
the worst (we have) seen with 
(its) black stinking water." said 
Bromssen. 

Rasmuson added that the 
several Zarka inhabitants they 
spoke to. complained of the air 


and water pollution, pointing to 
the "odour and colour of "the 
water." 

The -pollutants in Zarka can 
have negative effects on health 
including lung diseases, she said, 
suggesting "a simple short term 
solution would be to raise the 
stacks of the industries, but this 
will in the long term cause prob- 
lems elsewhere." 

Brumssen noted that he was 
impressed by the quality of tre- 
ated water in Aqaba, saying. "I 
did not see such clear water, but 
in the Arctic." 

However. Aqaba has a prob- 
lem with phosphates und sulphur 
dioxide from industrial plants in 
the area. These materials, 
according to Rasmuson “are 
hazardous to vegetation." 

Other than identifying these 
problems, both experts put for- 
ward several questions which will 
have to be answered by Jordanian 
officials when they deal with air 
and water pollution control. 

Bromssen said that since water 
in Jordan is a "limiting factor", 
he believes that responsible offi- 
cials should ask "what price will 
be put on water and what cost can 
we allow ourselves to treat 
water?” 

He adued that officials mav 


want to reduce water used for 
industries in order to increase 
water for the inhabitants of Am- 
man. According to Rasmuson. 
industries in Jordan use more 
water than "industries in our 
country." 

"Jordan will have to decide 
what is best, and we will help find 
a solution for what is appropriate 
for Jordan.” she said. 

The delegation, who will be 
leaving Tuesday, will first present 
their findings to their colleagues 
in Sweden. "Then we will suggest 
some of the questions we raised 
to be investigated." said Broms- 
sen. citing the quality of water in 
Al Snmra treatment plant as one 
example. 

The project, expected to take 
three to five years, will be im- 
plemented in cooperation with 
the Department of Environment 
in Jordan and the Swedish Minis- 
try of Environment. The Swedish 
Ambassador. Lars Lonnback. 
said at the beginning of the press 
conference that Sweden is offer- 
ing some financial support to 
bring experts to Jordan and to 
send Jordanian specialists to 
Sweden. 

In addition. BITS, a Swedish 
international agency, is offering 
scholarships, conducting feasibil- 
ity studies and favourable loans 
for the project. 

Dr. Sufian Al Tal. head of the 
Department of Environment, 
noted that the department lacks 
air and water control equipment 
since "it is \ cry expensive." 

“We hope th.it in the near 
future, we will receive some 
equipment through the United 
Nations." he said. 



Two Swedish experts Sunday speak al a press present is the Swedish Ambassador to Jordan Lars 
conference on air and water pollution in Jordan at Lonnback and Director of the Department of 
the Department of Environment in Amman. Also Environment, Sufian Al Tal (Petra phulo) 


Cold wave to last until Tuesday 



AMMAN (J.T.) — The current 
cold wave accompanied by heavy 
snow fall m many pans of the 
Kingdom is expected to last until 
Tuesday, bringing in more rain 
and snow, according io Meteorol- 
ogy Depanmem Director Gener- 
al' Ali Abanda. 

Abanda said the Kingdom was 
affected by a cold front originat- 
ing in the polar region and pas- 
sing through eastern Soviet Un- 
ion, Turkey and Greece, causing 
the creation of a cold depression 
north east of Cyprus. 

Snow fell on mountainous re- 
gions of 750 to 1.200 metres high 
and rain in most parts of the 
country. Abanda said. 

The present wave came at the 
end of a three-week frost wave 
that hit most parts of the 
Kingdom. 

Abanda said that up to 80 
millimetres of water fell in 24 
hours in high regions, such as 
Karak. while the central parts of 
the country received up to 50 
millimetres. 

The Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) announced that 
several roads in the north and 
south were blocked with snow 
and covered with a thick blanket 
of fog making them impassable. 

In Madaba the Public Safet.v 
and Emergency Committee re- 
ported that its teams were hard at 


work opening roads blocked by 
snow or landslides. 

Madaha District Governor 
Khalil Khreisat urged people liv- 
ing in low lying areas io move to 
safer ground. 

Also in Madaba. it was 
announced that a ceremony that 
would have taken place there 
under the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 


for the distribution of awards to 
municipalities, which won a com- 
petition for the best services to 
the public, has been cancelled 
until further notice. 

The winning municipalities 
were to have received awards 
alter being selected as the best 
among 141 for their services to 
the public. 


* _ *<&.;. 
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Selling fuel during the current cold wave which hit the Kingdom 
Sunday (Photo by Yousuf Al ‘Allan) 


pvi L\.U uiui ll.l IVUIII.1 wut licit U ill J 


U.S. agency contributes JD 14,500 
for projects sponsored by GUVS 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) has con- 
tributed JD 14.5U0 towards pro- 
jects sponsored by six member 
societies of the General Union ot 
Voluntary' Societies (GLfVS). 

The Al Mansourii Society for 
Social Development will utilise 
JD 3,000 for a land reclamation 
project that involves construction 
of a reservoir and installation of a 
pump for irrigation. 

Another JD 3,000 will assist 
the Grane Welfare Society to 
construct three folds to protect 


locally raised sheep from adverse 
winter weather. 

The Cerebral Palsy Foundation 
is expanding its assistance to 
families of handicapped children 
by providing specially designed 
equipment to be used at home. 

The equipment makes home 
care easier and permits parents to 
continue the training their chil- 
dren receive while at the founda- 
tion’s centre. The foundation 
contracts with a local manufac- 
turer who produces the equip- 
ment at cost as a public service. 

GUVS is assisting this project 


with JD 2.INN). USAID wiih JD 
3.000 and the Cerebral Palsy 
Foundation with another JD 
3.000. The project will benefit 
over 100 children. 

Several of the projects funded 
will provide vocational training 
for women. These include the 
Masmeva Welfare Society's sew- 
ing workshop at Baqa’a Refugee 
Camp, the Kufrsoum Voluntary 
Society's training for typists in 
Irbid. and the establishment of a 
beauty salon and training centre 
in Ma'an by the Housewives' 
Society. 
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Europe could still do 
more 


THE TROIKA European Economic Community (EEC) 
foreign ministers working visit to Jordan is of course a very 
welcomed event. Jordan has always subscribed to the 
conviction that the European Community has a very 
valuable role to play in the quest for peace in the Middle 
East. Recent developments in the region, especially in the 
wake of the Palestinian uprising, have made the European 
role rather indispensable to the peace process. This unique 
European role has lately been farther accentuated by the 
apparent decision of the Bosh administration to go slow on 
its involvement in the Arab- Israeli conflict pending a 
general review of its posture on all regional and internation- 
al issues and conflicts. 

What the Arab side is mostly concerned about is the fear 
that the peace process in the Middle East is irrevocably 
locked in a vicious circle without a real start or end. That is 
why the words of Spanish Foreign Minis ter Francisco 
Fernandez Ordonez, leader of the EEC delegation visiting 
Jordan, that the EEC has no new initiative are music in the 
ears of the Arabs. One cannot help but agree with the 
Spanish foreign minister when he said that the world had 
enough initiatives and it is now time to start the process of 
implementing existing initiatives. Otherwise the countries 
and peoples of the Middle East would be truly going in 
circles without an end in sight. 

The question that is uppermost on the minds of the Arabs 
is where do we go from here, especially in view of the latest 
American position to pot its participation in the Middle 
Eastern peace process on hold. The answer surely most 
come from Europe which happens to hold many cards in its 
hands. With the Palestinian intifada well Into its fifteenth 
month and the casualty rate among them ever more 
increasing, it is no longer enough to rely on friendly 
persuasion tactics to convince the Israeli government to heed 
the international call for a speedy resolution of the 
Palestinian conflict. As the Israeli economy has gotten more 
vulnerable than ever due to the prolongation of the 
Palestinian revolt, now is the time for Europe to apply 
pressure where it could hurt Israeli pockets. There is no 
need to spell out all the measures available to Europe should 
it wish to help Israel see the light of day as they are indeed 
plentiful. 

While the U.S. may afford to let the chances of arriving at 
a permanent and just settlement in the Middle East slip 
away, Europe cannot. Europe and the Middle East region 
are organically linked and intertwined in more than one 
way. European countries have a special responsibility 
towards the countries of the Middle East and naturally these 
countries look to them for full involvement in the stalemated 
peace process. That is why Jordan and the rest of the Arab 
parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict view with optimum 
favour the current visit of the European troika to their 
capitals in these critical times and expect much to come out 
of it. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


In its editorial Sunday Al Ra*i Arabic daily commented on a visit 
to Amman by EEC foreign ministers who came to discuss the 
Middle East question in the course of their tour of rhe area. At a 
meeting here, the three ministers heard Jordan's views on the 
situation from His Majesty King Hussein who underlined the 
importance of a speedy solution based on justice and through an 
international conference in which all concerned parties should 
participate, Al Ra'i said. The three ministers, the paper said, 
voiced support for Jordan's stand which they described as 
contributing to the establishment of peace. The three ministers 
have thus acquainted themselves with the Jordanian position and 
there is no doubt they will hem similar views in their visits to 
Damascus and Cairo, the paper added. What is gratifying is to see 
the European Community seriously involved in a process that 
would lead to a settlement and to see the leaders of the European 
Community convinced on the need to exercise pressure on Israel 
to accept the idea of an international conference to reach a lasting 
peace with the Arab World, the paper added. It said that the 
Europeans are qualified to contribute most efficiently to the 
process of a settlement, and if they pursue their efforts they are 
bound to help this area to enjoy peace. 


A columnist in Al Ra’i Arabic daily comments on Iran's response 


to the pressures of the international community to take more step 
towards peace with Iraq. Mahmoud Rimawi says that following 


towards peace with Iraq. Mahmoud Rimawi says that following 
pressures from inside and outside of Iran, the Tehran regime has 
finally accepted the idea of opening the stalled talks with Iraq 
under the United Nations auspices for the sake of reaching a final 
settlement based on U.N. Security Council resolution 598. The 
writer says that the two parties to the Gulf conflict realise the 
need for peace and the Iranians seem now to have realised this 
fact and realised also that stalling over the past five months 
earned Tehran nothing and could earn it nothing. The writer 
expresses hope that the new endeavours and the new initiative 
under the U.N. in New York will continue and be crowned with 
success. 


Al Dustenr daily wrote about the European Community’s fresh 
endeavour to find a settlement for the Middle East conflict. The 
visit here by the European ministers assumes significance espe- 
cially as it comes in the wake of serious and important 
developments in the region that saw the PLO recognising the 
U.N. Security Council resolutions, the atrocities committal by 
the Israelis against the Palestinians and die on-going uprising in 
rhe West Bank and the Gaza Strip, the paper said. Jordan has 
welcomed the new European initiative and will no doubt facilitate 
the community's endeavour to convene an international confer- 
ence at which a lasting peace can be worked out by all the 
concerned parties, the paper noted. It said that the European 
Community's move could have a deep effect in Israel and no 
doubt will impress the United States which itself must make 
moves that are most welcomed by all peace-loving nations. 


Information minister addresses American journalists 


Khasawneh: King Hussein contributed 


positively to forces of peace option 


Development plans ideal under personal direction of King and Crown Prince 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amer- 
ican media have a leading role to 
play in changing the thinking of 
Israeli leaders and decision-mak- 
ers towards accepting a just and 
comprehensive settlement to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. Information 
Minister Hani Khasawneh said 
Sunday. 

Addressing a group of visiting 
American journalists represent- 
ing the National Newspapers 
Association, Dr. Khasawneh said 
the Palestinian people, together 
with Jordan and other Arab 
countries, were extending an 
olive branch and offering peace 
based on all people's right to live 
in security and stability and on 
recognition of the right of the 
Palestinian people to set up their 
own state. 

The minister paid tribute to the 
14-month-old Palestinian uprising 
in the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip and said no force 

— local, regional or international 

— would be able to end the 
anti-occupation revolt. The only 
force capable of bringing about 
an end to the intifada “is the 
force of peace and only the force 
of peace," Dr. Khasawneh said. 

Following is the fall text of Dr. 
Khasawneh’s speech to the 
American journalists: 

You are the representatives of 


the most prominent sector in the 
United States. The American 
press plays a dominant and basic 
role, in both the official level and 
popular day-to-day life within the 
community, and is also the major 
means of relaying reality and 
events to the public. 

The American press has a glo- 
rious and honourable record in 
exposing misdeeds and m defend- 
ing human rights. Its ranks in- 
clude male and female luminaries 
whose work is a source of pride 
not only to Americans but also to 
the international community. 

The nature of the American 
society, the demographic and 
constitutional grounds on which it 
was founded, and its integrated 
economic resources, combined 
with people's energy provided by 
a self-sustaining sub-continent, 
have succeeded in bringing about 
happiness and prosperity to the 
American individual. 

As a result of its tremendous 
success in the social and econo- 
mic fields, the American society 
has provided the paradigm that 
makes others covet economic, 
soda] and spiritual stability, and 
yearn to belong to a superpower 
governed by the constitution and 
law. 

The values cherished by the 
American society as along the 


same lines of the values of the 
people of Jordan and the Arab 
Nation at large. We believe in 
liberty, equality and fraternity, 
and both look forward to seeing a 
world dominated by these values 
through extensive cooperation 
within the international commun- 
ity in an attempt to reinforce 
international law, to bolster cohe- 
sion for achieving comprehensive 
and enduring peace, and to settle 
problems that threaten global 
peace and deplete the potentials 
of states and individuals. 

In our region, Jordan's main 
concern revolves around two ma- 
jor issues: 

The first is the Middle East 
problem, which remains unre- 
solved and which not only 
threatens peace in the region and 
its people's right to enjoy stability 
but also poses a menace to global 
peace. 

The latest aspect of the prob- 
lem is the comprehensive Palesti- 
nian uprising. During the 14 
months since it erupted, the peo- 
ple of Palestine offered over 400 
lives, including children, women 
and youth, and over 27,000 pris- 
oners, in their collective, peaceful 
and legitimate resistance. The 
Palestinians revolted on their own 
initiative, without any external 
instigation but their own realisa- 


tion of the injustice, suppression 
and tyranny of the Israeli occupa- 
tion. and their determination and 
firm resolve to reject subservi- 
ence and their refusal to accept 
the occupation as a fait accompli. 

'No local, regional or interna- 
tional force can bait the intifada. 
The only force capable of bring- 
ing about an end to it is the force 
of peace and only the force of. 
peace. Jordan, and His Majesty 
King Hussein in particular, have 
contributed positively to this 
force of peace and transformed it 
into a Palestinian and compre- 
hensive Arab option by providing 
it with momentum. 

The Palestinian people, 
together with Jordan and the 
Arab countries are extending a 
hand bolding an olive branch and 
offering peace based on all peo- 
ple's right to live in security, and 
on the recognition of the people 
of Palestine to set up their own 
state on their land through an 
international conference that 
guarantees the establishment of 
peace and realisation of all its 
' requisites. So far, the intransigent 
party that is rejecting the ex- 
tended hand of the Palestinians 
and Arabs is Israel, which refuses 
to recognise the existence of the 
people of Palestine, to talk to 
them and to reach a real peace 


with them- 

The big hope of peace lies xn 
the fact that there are extensive 
divisions within the Israeli some- 
ty. There is a powerful Israeli 
trend winch is veiy keen not to 
lose this available opportunity for 
peace. This trend is gaining 
strength and support through the 
collaboration of leading elements 
from the Israeli society. 

All support extended by the 
world press will give' this trend 
and direction a badly-needed 
momen t-mu and impetus. 

We strongly welcome you in 
Jordan and we want you to see 
the facts. We are confident that 
your contribution to this call for 
expanding the spheres of thinking 
of politicians and decision' mak- 
ers in Israel and in the region will 
provide the quest for peace with a 
fresh momentum, which is greatly 
needed by the supporters and 
defenders of peace. 

The other challenge confront- 
ing Jordan is development and 
the requirements for building a 
modem state and society with all 
its economic, housing arid food 
needs, in addition to employment 
opportunities and all the require- 
ments of self-reliance, increasing 
production and developing the 
national economy, in light of the 
fact that our country has limited 



resources but is surrounded ^ 
affluence and natural' resrancesof; 1 
which we are. deprived. .We have^ 
succeeded ideally in devetopmenty 
plans as a result of the^enli^it-^ 
ened administration that pursues ■ 
development in Jordan . super- 1 
vised personally by His Majesty.' 
King Hussein* and Ris'Royal; 
Highness Crown Pnuc»Hassan. 
Development in Jordan is basicak 
ly founded, in backing 
five of the mdividual^ eircourag- . 
mg the public sector, rfcvekgpmg 
free trade and bolsterin^iaterna- : 
tional cooperation In-thedomams '* 
of economic, and'ccanmerdat ex- ; 
change.. . “ -.V £ 

I started my. address by wel- : 
coming you as representatives of, . 
a great and successful society, and j 
as representatives of the Amet- £ 
kan press, which plays the Ifonu- 
nant part in reinforcing 7 th<£^ 
foundations of - peace - ana- rap£> 
prochemenf among mankind.; Let.-; 
me conclude by reaffirming tfratl 
we in Jordan look .fonvairfto: 
strengthening the friendship.’ 
which we strive to create between' j 
your great country and dure. / 



By Joel Greenberg 


RAS A-TFYA — Five minutes 
from Kfar Sava, within site of its 
high-rise apartment complexes, a 
deadly cat-and-mouse game is 
being -played . between - soldiers 
and Palestinian fugitives in the 
orchards of this West Bank vil- 
lage. 

Residents of Ras a-Tiya say 
they doiftstep out of their bouses 
after dark anymore. Not smce a 
40 year-<S!d fatber of ten was shot 
dead by soldiers staking out -the, 
orchards for wanted youths late 
last month. Villagers say the 
army has warned them to stay' 
home at night, - to avoid -being 
shot. 

The ambushes in the country- 
side between Ras a-Tiya and 
Hable are part of a concerted 
effort fry the army to catch 
Palestinian youths wanted for a 
range of activities connected to 


wi, 22, was wounded in the leg&£ 
and stomach and is now under ? .3. 
guard at Meir Hospital in Kfar ~i 
Sava. Hei has; already served a-; : - c ; 
prison term for setting up joadb- = 
locks. Pale and frightened; he ^ 
-spoke to visitoiVwhile his guards ' 
were away, glancing- anxiously r l \\ 
toward the door of his.; room: 

““We werewaiking toward Hable, ' 5r ‘ l 
when we saw -a car with local r- - 
' licence plates moving toward us. .-a* 1 
We were afraid there were sol- 
diers in the vehicle, and we ran ••• 
away tdwariftfie orchard, which • F*r 
was precisely where the soldiers urt - ; 
• were. They opened, fire at us from 1 spi: 
very dose range, without shout- - Wj 
ing at us to stop. If they would 
have shouted, we would have pe i} 
baited. One person was killed? I 're; 
was wounded, and we were.:' > rc 
evacuated by the . army." T&eft 
youth killed was Issam. ^ 


the uprising: threatening and 
attacking fellow Palestinians con- 


attacking fellow Palestinians con- 
sidered to be “collaborators” 
with Israel; violently ■ enforcing 
strikes and work boycotts, and 
organising demonstrations. 


Don Wright 01987 The Miami News. 


U.S.: North Yemen ‘important 
player' in the Gulf region 


The wanted youths, some of 
whom have been in hiding since 
the early days of the uprising, 
have in many places taken to the 
hills, living in the countryside, 
sleeping outride their villages or 
in safe-houses so they won’t be 
caught during army raids. They 


return periodically, masked with 
keffiyehs, to carry on their under- 


By Rosalind Mandine 


WASHINGTON — The United 
States views the Yemen Arab 
Republic as “an important play- 
er” which is vital to the stability 
and progress of the Gulf area, 
according to former U-S. ambas- 
sador to Yemen William Rugh. 

Ambassador Rugh and Yemen 
experts Dr. J.E. Peterson and. 
Dr. Sheila Carapico addressed 
.100 people attending the confer- 
ence “Yemen Under President 
Saleh — Ten Years of Change,” 
February 8- The conference was 
sponsored by the Middle East 
Institute. 

The United States supports the 
independence and security of 
North Yemen, said Rugh. who 
was ambassador there from 1984 
to 1987. The United States does 
provide military assistance to Ye- 
men but has concentrated on the 
non-military side of its rela- 
tionship, the ambassador pointed 
out. 

Hie United States is involved 
in agriculture, health, clean wa- 
ter. education and training in 
Yemen, according to Rugh. He 
pointed to a substantial presence 
of Peace Corps volunteers in Ye- 
men as one example of U.S. 
involvement. Although this 
assistance is not “as visible as 
aircraft and tanks" it is an impor- 
tant part of U.S.-Yemeni rela- 
tions, the ambassador stressed. 

The United States has provided 
Yemen with military assistance 
both bilaterally and trilaterally in 
cooperation with Saudi Arabia, 
said Rugh. Since 1979, the U.S. 
has provided Yemen with $20 
million in military assistance, he 
added. 


The private sector is an impor- 
tant part of the bilateral rela- 
tionship between the U.S. and 
Yemen. Rugh emphasised. The 
Hunt Company's involvement in 
the discovery of petroleum in 
Yemen and the construction of 
refineries 3nd a pipeline, is one 
example of how the private sector 
can enhance U.S.-Yemeni rela- 
tions, the ambassador said. He 
pointed out that the U.S. private 
sector's relationship with Yemen 
goes back 200 years and that it 
will “increasingly become impor- 
tant and enhance the rela- 
tionship.” 

In regard to The Peoples Demo- 
cratic Republic of Yemen, the 
Yemen Arab Republic “has to be 
concerned on the basis of experi- 
ence,"' Rugh said. He referred 
to the two previous incursions by 
South Yemen across North Ye- 
men's border. Rugh pointed to 
the recent establishment . of a 
joint investment company that 
will pursue oil exploration along- 
the North-South border as a 
hopeful sign that mutual interest 
wifi lead to cooperation between 
North and South Yemen. Mutual 
interest notwithstanding, “wari- 
ness of intentions in Aden” will 
be part of North Yemen's policy 
towards its neighbour, Rugh 
added. 

Although regional issues are a 
priority for Yemen, it has demon- 
strated support for Middle East- 
ern concerns and an interest in 
expanding its global relations, 
Rugh said. Yemen participated in 
the mediation of the Iran-Iraq 
war, sent Yemeni soldiers to Iraq 
and has played host to “Palesti- 
nian fighters who had to leave 
Lebanon,” Rugh said. 


Yemen has pursued a non- 
aligned position and has carefully 
maintained cordial relations 
with ail parties in the region, the 
ambassador explained. A result 
of this policy has been the 
“dramatic expansion of diploma- 
tic relations between Yemen and 
the world” under President 
Saleh, Rugh pointed out. 

The Soviet Union provides a 
significant amount of military 
assistance to Yemen, but has not 
been as successful in the econo- 
mic side of its bilateral relations, 
Rugh said. In a comparison of 
U.S. and Soviet assistance to 
Yemen, Rugh said he felt 
“Americans can be proud of the 
performance of American equip- 
ment, technology and personnel 
in the official relationship and in 
the private sector's relationship” 
with Yemen. 

Turning to economic issues, 
Rugh said oil wealth will not 
solve all of Yemen's problems. 
Yemen will continue to look for 
foreign assistance "without 
strings and without regard to 
ideology,” he said. Yemen 
actively encourages foreign assist- 
ance, workers' remittances and 
the development of the private 
sector, the ambassador said. Ye- 
men’s economic policies arc 
based on a commitment to rapid 
development and construction of 
infrastructure: and the mainte- 
nance of a low foreign debt. Rugh 
explained. 

Dr. Carapico concurred with 
the assessment that oil wealth will 
not have a great economic impact 
on Yemen. She explained that the 
revenue ftiture production of oil. 
will earn for Yemen will not 
make up for the loss of revenue 


caused by the decline of remitt- 
ances and foreign assistance. Oil 
revenue will have a greater im- 
pact on the political structure, she 
said. This is because the oil re- 
venue will lead to a greater con- 
centration of currency in the 
hands of the government than 
before: previously revenue 
earned through workers' remitt- 
ances was spread throughout the 
population, she pointed out. The 
result will be an increase of avail- 
able currency for government 
planners, which will be targeted 
for sectors such as agriculture and 
human services and will in turn 
strengthen the technocratic seg- 
ment of society, she said. 


kethyehs, to carry on their under- 
ground activities, effectively lead- 
ing the uprising in many areas. 

These “outlaws” have become 
something of a legend in the West 
Bank, which is precisely why they 
are being targeted by the security 
authorities as a matter of policy 
that is backed by Defence Minis- 
ter Rabin. The authorities believe 
that any successful capture of 
these youths tangibly reduces the 
Tevolt in a specific area. 


Mara’abah, 20, of Hable. Acur- ^ 
few was imposed on his village. ^ 
. Two days later, on the evening 1 1 _ 
of Wednesday, January 25,_the . " 
army lifted the curfew, and * 
groups of people from Ras a- . ? 
Tiya, where the dead youth had .. ** 
relatives, walked to Hable to pay . 
a condolence call on his family. A . 
group of men stoppedat the Spdt .- 1 

where Issam was killed, and ’■ ^ 
chanted verses from the Koran in . ^ 
his memory. Troops lying in wait ^ 1 
opened fire, killing Mustafa 1 ^ 
Mara 'a bah, a 40- year-old father ^ 
of ten, and wounding three other 
people: " 

Nafez Shawahne. 19, was in the 
group. “We wereabc^^peo- 

rdf* Wp hs/l EMnnaJ __ J ^ 


pie. We bad stopped and one of ^ 
us read the fitfifla (the opening 


verses of the Koran), when the* ^ 
troops opened' fire ob- us: . W6-' ' 1 
began running away,,, and .-.the " ^ 
soldiers shot a flare inter the. sky. ^ 
The soldiers grabbed tne> hiLme* - 
and asked. ‘Where ateTfidal and £ 


Yussuf?' I said L. didn't know: ; v 
They bound my hands ' ai*ri .htirid- ‘ ".is 
folded me, and pat me be aboard ■ 
their vehicle.” 

was given by Isma'il Shawahne, ; 

23, who. is- being treated al-Meir *, v : 
Hospital for buffet wounds irr^v 
leg and stomach; 

According to other reports,. ab-. ; 
out a dozen soldi giyfr yW 
sides of the road had^shotte^r. *v 


On internal Yemeni politics, 
Dr. Peterson stated that Presi- 
dent Saleh has proven to be the 
most “capable and long-lasting 
president of Yemen.” President 
Saleh has accomplished this 
through the continuation and ex- 
pansion of his predecessor Ibra- 
him Al Hamdi’s policies of mod- 
ernisation, commitment to de- 
velopment, centralisation and a 
partnership between the military 
and the technocrats, Peterson 
sard. 


Ambassador Rugh is presently 
Diplomat-in-Residence and visit- 


ing professor at the Fletcher 
School of DiDlomacv at Tufts 


School of Diplomacy at Tufts 
University. He is the author of 
“The Arab Press.” Dr. Carapico 
is a professor at the University of 
Richmond and the author of 
“Yemeni Agriculture and Econo- 
mic Change." Dr. Petersou is the 
author of "The Arab Gulf States: 
Steps Toward Political Participa- 
tion.” — U.S. Information' 
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The allrout effort to ambush 
and catch the fugitives is in- 
creasingly assuming a pattern 
similar to confrontations with 
armed infiltrators along the Leba- 
non border — with similar re- 
sults. In its reports of the dash in 
the area of Ras a-Tiya, the army 
used the word hitaklat, or “en- 
gagement." precisely the word 
used to describe firefights on the 
northern border; like the soldiers 
in the north, the troops lying in' 
ambush opened fire, killing and 
wounding people. 

An initial debriefing at the 
scene by Gen. Amram MItzna 
found that ihe soldiers had acted 
properly, following the army's 

procedure for apprehending sjis- 
pects: shouting orders to stop, 
finug warning shots in the * air - 
and, "hen these fai| ed( shooting 
at the legs. (The Military Polki 
are still investigating the inci- 
dent). 

.Villagers* including eyewitnbs- 
ses and persons wounded in two 
clashes, provided different 
accounts. 

The fir« dash occurred on 
Monday night, January 22; the 

eve of a general strike, when 
Kcorfm^to the reports, a group 
M maje^yoiias set up jtarr!: 
cade of rocks along the road out ' 
tf Rasa-Tip to prevent residents 
from t ravelling at dawn to jobs in 

MU ddeut Khaied Marda- 


orders to Stop and m^m^dipt efir ~ 
began shooting * firing after thfe - 
men as they Gedjathei^fof^:;: 


Villagers sa; 
ment. officer « 
rial of the d 
later ..that, foi 
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sources have 
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from both 


=j -77 - TTus, IsTtite -first 7 of a rwo pa/r arorfe by Saxner Badaro. 

^ engage- nor Westem, but a hybrid baring 

rt, -r- raesUfothe field ,ofgenetic en- 

Mered -lip*ri inadequate funding 
. and lack ofentfansiasm andiecog- 
njtion that feresfeckjwstbe. coun- 
ties montamenral advances^ Yet 
these advanoes ernttmue to per- 


revotorioriary. fi$ W- 
. The l^est si^/coatribttOOn is 
ibe Jordanian or 
yuppies as some would rail them. 


■ Transplanted but never 
absorbed, the Jordanian yuppy is 
consoousof his uniqueness. He is 
anything but shy; Eager for expo- 
sure, anxious for dialogue (espe- 
cially when conducted in bilingual 


capacity) and, having allowed his 
subscription with Newsweek to 


-‘"Wbotsi. 

““amitSj 


5?*'. 

****&- 

; rt * S 

** of C:: 

Ien,n 8 the l 

1 slr > v eioa^- 
:at coum/j. • 


yuppies -asjiarrie would 
stand forYdongUiulereniployed 
Pnrfessipriais J—ldjfferent from 
the AiaeHcan vYUP; of Young 
Upwardly-mobile Professional. 
The sew genus has been obtained 
by crbsdrreeding youths, with in- 
di^aous -chromosome stock-witb 
"Western memality and profes- 
sksial education. The output was 
. then' transpranted hack into ori- 
ginal conditions and scientifically 
stationed into positions were they 
least -fit. The success of the breed- 
ing process has been on such. a. 
siate that yuppies now form an 
independent social sector q£ defi- 
nite make-up, neither Jordanian 


lapse, a loyal reader of the Jordan 
Times, our task, interviewing the 
Jordanian yuppy, was made 
easier. Our findings amazed us, 
for -they were consistant with the 
scientific research. Some had bet- 
,ter fortunes than others, but prac- 
tically all yuppies were underem- 
ployed in one way or another: 
Highly qualified but lowly paid 
for what they do., or highly paid 
and lowly qualified for what they 
pretend to do. 

Behind the manager’s desk at a 
personally frequented autopart 
store (1 drive an Italian car you 
understand) hangs a Cum Laude 
Bachelor’s diploma in political 



science baring the manager's 
name. The manager, who like 
others interviewed here shall re- 
main nameless for the purposes 
of the continuing research, ex- 
plains with extended allegories 
the politics and the high wealing 
and dealing that landed him his 
career. Apparently he has been a 
solid candidate for a post in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, by 
virtue of bis academic credentials 
and his brilliant performance in 


the ministry’s exam. His file (his 
case really), however was lost 
between ministers. Three years 
ago he decided to accept his 
current position while the search 
for his file goes on. 

Next we approached a yuppy 
with degrees in philology, social 
psychology, and organisational 
theory. He said that be was twice 
offered secondary school 
teaching positions, but was now 
working as a building contractor. 


“The choice was between 
teaching at 120 JD/montb or 
doing what I do now.” He 
apologised then about participat- 
ing in our survey, saying “my 
work is published in three Euro- 
pean languages, 1 am sure you 
can gain access to it if you're 
interested in my views.” We 
chanced asking him if be tried any 
of the local universities, his smil- 
ing reply was a concise “yes.” We 
left it at that. 


Outcry over India’s dam project 



The enwonmentaf deterioration brought oh by major 
irrigation projects- in India has caused an outcry and led to 
a. reassessment of development priorities. 


ByBiswajit Cboudfamy 
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NEW i>ELHi— On a sweltering^ 
summer night. Onkar. a resident 
of Gbantali in Rajasthan, was 
accosted by guards, while he was 
collecting fodder in die forest. 
Hie guards beat him up and 
confiscated Ins- axe. telling him 
. he’ll have . to pay to get it back. 

But Onkar bad gone into the 
forest as generations of Bhil 
tribes people ^bf Rajasthan- have 
done over many, years — 10 col- 
. lect food, fuel and fodder. On 
that day, however, he was inak : 
ing a desperate foray, hoping to 
.avoid the .guards, in the last tc- 
mainlqg patchof what used to. be 
a dense leak, forest.:: • • 

• • For yktually luimlreds of years, f 
; tribespeople me the Bhil have 

depended On tiie fores for Their 
livelihoods but now they . fed 
threatened. V^Receiit satellite.; 
photographs Teyealed that only 
10 per cent Of IndiaVgeographic- 
- al area temams under goodforest 
. cover. T-uitherdamaffi fo Indians 
, forests, and foe lifestyles of peo- 
ple like Onkarvte being predicted 

• as the government strives towards 

hiCTeasingly^ larger irrigation sys- 
.tems to boost the country’s agri- 
cnTtur^rprOdh^on:"; _ '' 

While forests disappear.' gov- 
. emment laws^make tribespeople 
. :inlnitteis Jn: Uteir own habitat. 
The forest administration keeps 
strict -contraband- the latest gov- 
ernment ^ policy to be placed be- 
■ fore parii aipenj: savs ihat “-..the 
entry of^ priVste v^ersotis info 
. fbrests for collecting fuef is to he 
. . avoided.’" . : • . . 

. . .Denied entry ^ Ostensibly for^ ^en- 
vironmental protection, the 
. tribespeople, by^a'xriiel-irony, 
watch rhe forests being destroyed 
by. commercial users. "The com- 
meraal" exploitation ' for timber 
~ hai tuined .whole areas into - 
scruiftaiid. According to the Ce n- 
' tre for Science arid Environment, 


a Delhi -based organisation of 
. . jountahsts and researchers, a ma- 
jor cause of the disappearance of 
forests in recent years is the 
indiscriminate exploitation by 
.private firms and individuals in 
collusion with state forest depart- 
oents. The centre has 
documented evidence showing 
that virtually no pan of India has 
escaped this environmental plun- 
der. 


The environmental deteriora- 
tion has spawned popular move- 
ments amongst tribespeople and 
* hill dwellers. Some campaigns 
have existed for several years. In 
the mid-1970s women from the 
hill villages in die Garbwal region 
.Of .the. Himalayas: began to hug 
’* trees, rather. than allow timber 
contractors, to cut them down. 
Called “Chipko” (Hug!), the 
novel protest illustrated the 
threat to livelihoods as a result of 
commercial forestry. 


■- .Environmental deterioration in 
India is necessarily linked to sub- 
sistence and survival. The loss of 
the natural green cover as a result 
of. floods over the past five years 
has caused damage worth S3. 3 
billion. Topsoil erosion is esti- 
mated to cost India at least SS 
billion a year. Over the last seven 
years, one. out of every seven 
square kilometres of area under 
forest has been denuded. As a 
result,- India is experiencing 
floods during the monsoons — 
because of erosion — and 
-droughts during the dry season, 
when the earth is unable to retain 
groundwater. 

. .Amidst this, the government 
has approved a scheme that has 
-outraged the environmentalists. 
The. Narmada Valley. Project, on 
the 1 ,280- kilometre Narmada riv- 
er, wiH be the largest project of its 
. kind ever undertaken in India. To 
be spread over three provinces — 
Gujarat. Madhya Pradesh and 


Maharashtra — the project will 
entail the construction of 30 ma- 
jor dams and over 3,000 minor 
dams. Present estimates say it will 
cost at least $10 billion. 

Ecologists say the project is the 
most glaring example of environ- 
mental destruction m the name of 
“prosperity.” About a million 
people will be displaced, the chief 
victims being the tribal popula- 
tions of Bhtls, Gonds, Korkus, 
Kirs and B hi lades in the Narmada 
Valley. The project will destroy 
their lifestyles or make them even 
more dependent on the remain- 
ing forests and lead to further 
ecological damage. 

M.N. Buck, a former civil ser- 
vant and chairman of the Nation- 
al Centre for Human Settlements 
and Environment, said the Nar- 
mada Valley project would dep- 
rive Madhya Pradesh province 
alone of some 50,000 hectares of 
forest, which will be^submerged. 
Another 50,000 hectares will face 
degradation because of additional 
pressures from displaced villagers 
and about 100,000 hectares will 
be encroached upon for cultiva- 
tion. 

The controversy over the big 
dams challenges the precepts of 
development in the country. De- 
scribed by Jawaharlal Nehru, the 
first prime minister of indepen- 
dent Inifia, as the ‘temples of 
Modern India,” the capital- 
intensive mammoth ventures 
were devised for large-scale 
irrigation and power generation. 
Increased irrigation and power 
generation, along with fertilisers 
and pesticides, were the pivots of 
a new agricultural strategy in the 
1960s — the Green Revolution — 
which sought to raise productivity 
with extra inputs. 

Environmentalists from all 
over the country gathered last 
year in Gujarat (the province to 
be irrigated by the Narmada pro- 
ject) to warn against the present 
trends in development. The ex- 
isting 1,500 big dams in the coun- 
try, they declared, had caused 
wholesale destruction of natural 


resources, particularly forests. In 
a resolution on big dams, they 
said, “we consider them symbols 
of destruction in the name of 
development.” 

Aside from destroying forest 
cover, the dam irrigation has 
caused extensive water-logging 
and rendered millions of hectares 
infertile. The Green Revolution, 
therefore, has been a mixed bles- 
sing. Sunderlal Bahuguna, of tbe 
Chipko Movement, said, “We 
have been using the soil like an 
industry — feeding it increasing 
amounts of raw materials in the 
form of fertilisers. Now the soil 
has been so conditioned that it is 
demanding more fertilisers and 
an increased water supply to help 
our crops grow.” 

B.B. Vobra, an administrator, 
put the gains of the Green Re- 
volution in perspective, “We can 
barely manage "fo produce 130 
million tonnes of food grain from 
143 million hectares of agricultu- 
ral land, while China produces 
more than 300 million tonnes 
from a mere 112 million hec- 
tares.” He blamed this failure on 
land degradation and bad water 
management. 

The natural resources con- 
served by avoiding the construc- 
tion of dams can be the key to an 
alternative way of development 
which benefits the poor. This is 
perhaps best explained by the 
outcome of the fiercest environ- 
mental debate in the country. 

Silent Valley, in the southern 
province of Kerala, is one of the 
few remaining tropical rainforests 
in the country. The Kerala gov- 
ernment planned to dam tbe val- 
ley for a hydroelectric project. 
The project caused a major up- 
roar, and the proposal was drop- 
ped in 1983 after the then prime 
minister, Indira Gandhi, inter- 
vened. Had she not stepped in, a 
forest rich in wood, water and 
other resources would have been 
destroyed only to yield power. 

The short-term gains of build- 
ing huge dams, with inevitable 
delays and cost overruns of 500 


per cent or more, are far out- 
weighed by the benefits that a 
healthy forest cover provides in 
perpetuity — maintaining soil 
and water stability, regulating cli- 
mate and providing fuel, fodder 
and other forest produce. 

The early emphasis on dams 
and big industry in India was 
based on the belief that with a 
basic infrastructure in place be- 
nefits would spread to the rest of 
society. However, this has not 
happened. Half the population 
lives below the poverty line, with 
a daily spending of 17 cents or 
less per person. 

The debate in India inevitably 
has led fo the question of who 
benefits from the current pattern 
of growth. The answer invariably 
points to the rich and influential 
sections of society. 

ft is here that the Third World 
environmental issues become 
qualitatively different from west- 
ern concerns. While the West 
seeks a clean and beautiful en- 
vironment as an answer to air and 
water pollution and disposal of 
toxic industrial waste and nuclear 
waste, tbe Third World still is 
having to cope with the misuse of 
its natural resource base — tbe 
soils, the forests and water. 

The environmental degrada- 
tion has led to greater poverty. 
An obvious example from India is 
the Rajasthan desert where Onk- 
ar lives. It was once fully fore- 
sted, but cultivation of marginal 
land led to overgrazing and cut- 
ting of trees on remaining land. 
The result was soil degradation 
and further impoverishment of 
tbe cultivator. 

The environmental crisis now 
affecting millions in India is des- 
troying the dogma of “environ- 
ment vctsus development.” Eco- 
nomic growth is now seen as a 
necessary, but not sufficient, con- 
dition of development. In the 
new awareness, economic goals 
are an integral component of 
development, both mutually de- 
pendent and interacting. — 
Academic File. 


Work 



By Art Buchwald 


WASHINGTON— According to 
David Sanger of The New York 
Tunes, the Japanese are having a 
very difficult time persuading 
their workers to put in a five-day 
week. For years everyone was 
content to work six days, so 
trying to adjust to five has not 
been easy. 

This campaign for a reduction 
in hours is meant to encourage 
more leisure time, as well as 
allow the worker to spend a lot 
more yen in tbe homeland. 
Japanese institutions, from the 
banks to the unions, are trying to 
force a radical change of lifestyle, 
and there has been great resist- 
ance to the proposal. According 
to Sanger, 30 per cent of the 
Japanese people are in favour of 
a five-day work week, and 70 per 
cent are against it. 

Using leisure time to its utmost 
is one area where Americans 
excel over the Japanese. In fact, 
we spend twice as much time 
being laid back (figuratively 
speaking) as our trading partners 
across the seas. 

Therefore, the Japanese are 
hiring American firms to con- 
vince the workers in Japan that a 
40-hour week is better than a 
48-hour one, no matter what their 
bosses tell them. 



Art Buchwald 


Thank God It’s Friday 


One U.S. consulting firm, cal- 
led TGIFIJ (Thank God It’s Fri- 
day In Japan), is run by Lawrence 
Bathgate 2d. and his company 
has landed a major contract with 
the Japanese. 

Lawrence told me, “This is the 
toughest job I’ve ever had. Every 
time I try to get tbe Japanese to 
relax, they jump up and start 
welding another bumper onto a 


car while singing tbe Toyota fight 
song." 

“How do you know where to 
start?” 1 asked. 

“I’ve been sending over stu- 
dents from the United States to 
teach them a thing or two. If 
anyone knows how to take life 
easy, it’s the American 
youngster." 

“What approach do the stu- 
dents take?” 

“As soon as they set foot on Japa- 
nese soil, they go to tbe beach. 
Our goal is to persuade the peo- 
ple of Japan that they can get as 
much pleasure from suntanning 
as they can from screwing the 
back onto a Sony Walkman. 
American kids are great when it 
comes to teaching others how not 
to lift a finger.” 


Golf courses 


“How do you convince the 
Japanese that a five-day week is 
better than a six-day one?” 
“We have advised the govern- 
ment that they cannot do it unless 


they build more golf coursi 
People can’t be expected to ta 
the weekend off if they have . 
golf courses to play on.” 

“I hope that they have j 
sponded positively.” 

“Yes, they're building g * 
courses as fast as they can. T 
trouble is that while they're wa 
ing to tee off. the workers ke 
heading for the factories becau 
they want to build just one me 
microwave oven.” 

“Is ihere anything you can 
about that?" 1 asked Bathgat 
“My people are only artem 
ting to teach the virtues of L 
sure. We try to impress upon t 
Japanese that it is more prodt 
live to go to a department stc 
than it is to produce a hand-he 
typewriter which also doubles 
a fax machine. Our message 
that the only road to tree bliss i 
the Japanese workers i> to < 
quire as many material goods 
their houses will hold. We ai 
tell them that there is me 
happiness to be found on the s 
slopes of Mount Fuji than in 
the skyscrapers in Osaka." 

“Are they buying the me 
sage?" 

“Not too well. The male wot 
ers are very worried that if y< 
cut them down from a six-d 
week to a five-day one. it 
mean spending two days at hor 
with their families. They n 
afraid that their wives won 
then make them do chor 
around the house. That very fe 
is what drove them to work • 
days a week in the first place 
“I can see it’s not easy to ma 
people relax in a country whe 
the work ethic is so powerful 
“You don’t have to remind m 
The officials who hired my fii 
have ordered us to work six da 
a week until we come up with 
solution to the problem." — K 



Countryside in Hyderabad, India. India's green 
areas are shrinking, raising serious questions 


about the country's irrigation and environment! 
protection policies. 





B.B. Vohra, an administrator, pul the gains of tbe Green 
Revolution in perspective, “We can hardy manage to produce 130 
million tonnes of foodgraoi from 143 million hectares of agriculto- 
ral iaod, while China produces more than 300 million tonnes from 
- a mere 142 milli on hectares.” He Mamed this failure on land 
■ degradation and bad water management. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 


1st Circle , Jabai Amman^ near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 


Open daily ! 2:1)0-3:30 
p.m. 


6 :30‘Midnight 

Tet. 638968 



MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisjne in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

fUa away mUHi 

Open dailv 12:00- 15-30 
18:00-23:30 


Wad ( Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bndge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 y 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 


Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight > 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pol 


Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 


Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 





*Mft 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

MSTMIMf 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-71.30 pm 

After the Holiday km hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 
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pands overseas investments White House wants Baker 


PEKING (R) — China's investment abroad is 
booming — from restaurants in Africa to a proposed 
mi:! In the United States — but at home the state is 

tryiuig is rsr:?r?ii centra® control over an economy in 

chses. 


Last year. Chin:] spent $150 
million or opening a record 168 
business tibmu-d. the Chinn 
D:«Hy said SunJuy. 

Ir. -:h;- pipeline i- & Chinese-run 
5i l ililo" pulp mill in the United 
Sta:..-. i i gov-;—'wni negotiations 
are r isccessaii. ard a steel plant in 
Mf.lriji?. v/itb $100 million worth 
of Chines? equipment. 

vemure:.’ in Pakistan and 
Zamoia to e::p!t»ii copper re- 
sources are idfo planned. the 
dffihai newspaper said. 

.“The paramount principle of 
our o'A i'simen* at road is that the 
bui.iiv.sses rn-j.; ■ he mutually be- 
neficial " senior foreign invest- 
mci!'. official Chen Yongcai was 
queued ns saying. 

\"hcn Chinese leader Deng 
\i.n*p:“g launched bis bold eco- 


nomic reforms to rejuvenate a 
stagnated economy, Peking bad 
barely a cent invested abroad. 

Ten years later, China is in- 
volved in 553 projects in 79 coun- 
tries and regions with a total 
investment of $2 billion — much 
of it borrowed from foreign 
banks. 

“We’ve been using foreign 
money to earn foreign money,” 
Chen said. 

He predicted that the domestic 
austerity programme launched 
last September to contain infla- 
tion and overbearing would not 
affect overseas investment. 

“China, after decades of isola- 
tion, is being drawn more and 
more into world markets. This 
trend will continue despite the 
clampdown at home,” a Western 


banker commented. 

China's businesses indude a 
restaurant in Burkina Faso, a 
U.S- timber company, an alumi- 
nium smelter and iron ore mine in 
Australia and even a tourist re- 
sort in the Bahamas. 

Success takes time. Five to six 
per cent of China’s foreign ven- 
tures are run at a loss and 20 to 30 

g er cent make only minimal pro- 
ts because of poor market plan- 


ning and bad management, Chen 
said. 

China’s rapprochement with 
the Soviet Union — to be sealed 
by a Sino-Soviet summit in May 
— has resulted in talks to estab- 
lish joint ventures in the chemic- 
al, oil, construction and light in- 
dustrial sectors. 

The main problem is the Soviet 
Union's lack of hard currency, 
Chen added. 

While spending soars abroad, 
the government is snug gling to 
contain domestic budgets and 
reassert its central control to cool 
an overheated economy and re- 


publishes draft law 


av- ! J J'er 

MC.ICOV/ ; Agencies) — A draft 
■av: .'ubifrited Saturday gives the 
jiTC’ dc.'encjiev- Soviet consum- 
er <_-»ne rev, rights in the market- 
7la:c. including the power to get 
detective merchandise repaired or 
rep.^rerl at nz- cost. 

Lt-pi p-'otecrion for consumers 
has been so ineffective in the 
Jyvi-.-f 1.1 mo i: ih.jt many nationai 
nev .-.papers lest year reported the 
“sensation” o f Muscovite Mikhail 
i/Akhov’s successful battle in 
court to get his money refunded 
'or . faulty mpe recorder, the 
~:\L * :ic' . j -ijency said. 

•■TcopSe A the USSR have long 
or-:; - awaiting the appearance of 
Ihis <<■£?.'. :x." TASS said in a 
* new lav/. 

7 : ”v draft kdtip.iion. published 
in :iv *=iv rrr-nent daily Izvestia, 
•r.: -i .'On jp-'iet enterprises 

. • • . ... it?, is - ..'bo sell products oi 
■ — iv_;= ^iii bear leg- 

Sr-. *>. goods must be cx- 

r.^ed. or the purchase price 
:e; d. unies* additional leg- 
- provides some other red- 
A: draft law stipulates, 
-.jii.-.lity merchandise can 
fr-cs a firm if a court 

i he proposed law, 

vi« _ • submitted for natiou- 
•» i< • < J'.‘. -.rif -n by the Supreme 
v' .. i.-idium. the govern- 
. : <t .'".■■rutive body. 

:. v’ - r- Meeting contracts for 
hjng goods or services, a 
cir problem in the Soviet 
eco;v .my . cun result in fines that 
the Jj'iuijucni supplier must pay 
i? . co'-ivnirr, according to the 

Ti. : consumer protection law is 
or. ■' .-.te oi a series of measures 
,id.;;.ic.-d under President 
Mi I: anil Gorbachev to increase 


ymers protection 


both the quantity and quality of 
goods available to Soviets. 

‘“It is common knowledge that 
more footwear is produced in the 
USSR than, say, in the United 
States.” TASS said. “But de- 
mand is not satisfied because it is 
of poor quality and not fashion- 
able.” 

Because tbe importance of 
competition was traditionally 
scoffed at. many Soviet factories 
“have monopolised tbe output of 
this or that product, and dictate 
their terms to the consumer,” 
TASS said. 

It said the new law would 
change that by involving consum- 
ers. along with designers, produc- 
tion personnel, and government 
authorities, in setting standards 
[or goods. Independent consumer 
associations are also authorised 
under the law. 

The draft legislation, which 
was signed by Gorbachev, is to be 
discussed nationally and pre- 
sented along with citizens’ re- 
commendations to the Supreme 
Soviet Parliament for considera- 
tion by April 15. according to 
Izvestia. 

Report forecasts unrest 

Meanwhile, a study commis- 
sioned by the Economist Intelli- 
gence Unit, an independent, 
London-based economic re- 
search group, said that the Soviet 
Union faces years of slow growth 
despite Gorbachev's economic 
reforms. 

Written by Professor Michael 
Ellman of the University of Am- 
sterdam, the report also forecast 
possible civil unrest stemming 
from the failure of authorities to 
realise what it called “extrava- 


gant promises” of reform. 

“The next few years will be 
characterised by stagnation or 
low growth... combined with sig- 
nificant but peripheral reforms 
and widespread discontent,” it 
said. 

Ellman singled out for praise 
the creation of cooperatives 
which he predicted would boost 
agricultural production and pro- 
vide ‘'the stimulus of competition 
to tbe state sector.” 

But be added that state 
bureaucracy, rather than market 
forces, would still have the most influ- 
ence on the Soviet economy and 
would slow the pace of reform. 

“There is a stark contrast be- 
tween all the talk about radical 
reform and tbe rather limited 
economic reforms actually im- 
plemented, especially in the cru- 
cial state industrial sector,” his 
report said. 

Gorbachev hoped to transform 
the Soviet Union into an adv- 
anced and innovative industrial 
state, but the report said he was 
being hampered by what it called 
the meagre outputs of Soviet sci- 
ence. 

"This... is caused by poor deci- 
sion-making processes, perverse 
personnel policies, disastrous in- 
formation policies and an ineffec- 
tive system for financing scientific 
research,” it said, adding: 
"Perestroika (restructuring) has 
so far made little contribution to 
eliminating these problems.” 

But it said research funds could 
be increased through a continued 
decline in defence spending as a 
result of aims reduction deals 
with the United States. It said 
significant resources could be 
transferred to the civilian sector 
by 1990. 


t WA cast shadow over idea 
e a -€w©pean monetary union 


. . .1- vi-Jd 'ij7 l lU/ < 

■TAN ( Mi — The vision of a 
■■■•on European currency 
... rs to bz receding imo the 
in', future ns Britain steps up 
. gainst sweeping eco- 
. tJ monetary union in the 
.’>■•1 r :u r opean Community 

.r'Z'fcrr. Commission Presi- 
Jpjqu: - ; Delors faces an up- 
Ljk to devise a blueprint for 
: vi j s ry ci i. -pv ra i io n accepts We 
I'oinimmity leaders at their 
•; inn .it in Madrid. 
r; : e oriiish have made it 
•,.C:r<;-y clear that European 
;tary union is nut... they just 
: wan: any grandiose plan," 

Ye.vn Bell, chief economist 
• HV-h merchant \ investment) 

. Morgan Grenfell. 

; _■ assault was launched by 
iv ;\ii.-:isier Margaret Thaich- 
i speech in Bruges. Bel- 
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gium, in September and was fol- 
lowed last month by Chancellor 
of the Exchequer Nigel Lawson 
who said monetary union was 
divisive and not on his agenda. 

Last week Bank of England 
Governor Robin Leigh-Pember- 
ton. one of a 17-strong committee 
headed by Delors which is 
charged with studying “concrete 
steps” towards union, joined the 
fray. 

“Our work may be tboughi 
premature,” he told bankers. 

The Delors committee, of the 
12 EC central bank governors 
and experts, has begun drafting 
its final report to deliver to fi- 
nance ministers in May. But its 
chances of staying out of the 
political crossfire until then have 
faded. 

Economists believe Britain, 
backed tacitly by West Germany, 
wants to force the Delors com- 
mittee to water down proposals 
for monetary union which, in 
their most extreme form, would 
lead to a single European curren- 
cy and a European central bank. 

Stung by British criticism that 
monetary union would be an 
obstacle to the immediate goal of 
creating a single Community mar- 
ket by ~1992. Delors attempted to 
calm the debate. 

“In such an atmosphere, it is 
not possible to conduct a fruitful 
dialogue,” he told the Indepen- 
dent newspapei. 

But Delors, committed to the 
goal of monetary union, enjoys 
considerable backing from 
France, Italy, Spain and Por- 
tugal. 
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French Prime Minister Michel 
Rocard said in London after 
meeting Thatcher Wednesday: 
“It is difficult to imagine a truly 
unified market without a com- 
mon currency. Even if this objec- 
tive cannot be achieved by 1993, 
it is important to set in motion a 
dynamic process leading towards 
monetary union.” 

The Delors team has been 
studying a model floated last year 
by economics professor Niels 
Tliygesen who suggests a Euro- 
pean monetary policy committee 
of central bank officials. 

But economists believe 
Thygesen’s model is unacceptable 
to West Germany or Britain be- 
cause it implies a loss of 
sovereignty and key decisions 
would be subject to vote by other 
states. 

“The idea that the Bundesbank 
is going to be told what to do by 
the French central bank is incon- 
ceivable,” said Bell. 

Even relatively small steps on 
the road to 1992 such as the 
removal of capital controls, also a 
precondition for monetary union, 
have become embroiled in poli- 
tical controversy. 

The European Commission re- 
cently proposed a minimum 15 
per cent withholding tax on most 
investment income of Commun- 
ity residents. But that drew 
strong objections from Luxem- 
bourg, long a tax haven, and set 
the scene for an acrimonious 
meeting of finance ministers in 
Brussels Monday. 

Morgan Grenfell's Bell said: 
“‘The difficulties in reaching 
European monetary union are 
enormous." 


dnee inflation. 

The government has decided to 
monopolise trade in vital com- 
modities such as chemical fertilis- 
er, pesticide, diesel oil, steel, 
non-ferrous metals and chemical 
raw materials, a senior economist 
has announced. 

Administrative budgets of gov- 
ernment institutions will be cut by 
10 per cent this year. Song Ting- 
ming said in. the latest issue of 
New China Quarterly. 

A Western diplomat said the 
central government was trying to 
impose order and reestablish its 
monopoly over certain commod- 
ities because a two-tier system of 
low state prices and higher free 


market prices had led to chaos 
and widespread corruption and 
added to inflation. 

The Communist Party has 
pledged that inflation in 1989 will 
be substantially lower than last 
year, when prices rose an average 
18.5 per cent, highest since tbe 
1949 revolution. 

China’s economic forecasting 
department has predicted indust- 
rial output will grow by 12 per 
cent this year, down from almost ; 
18 per cent In 1988, because of 
tighter credit control and higher 
interest rates, the official New 
China News Agency said 
Saturday. 


Analysts predict decline 
in Wall Street stocks 


NEW YORK (R) — Wail Street 
stocks may take more fan* as 
investors worry that higher in- 
terest rates could depress the 
U.S. economy, brokerage 
analysts said this weekend. 

The Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age has lost more than 57 points 
in the past two sessions. 

Further decline could unnerve, 
other stock markets around the 
globe which have rallied along 
with New York since the start of 
the year. London’s FTSE index 
of 100 British blue chips dropped 
40 points over Thursday and 
Friday. 

Brokerage analysts on Wall 
Street say the New York market 
is disappointed with President 
Bush's budget proposals and is 
also concerned by signs of rising 
infla tion which may call for yet 
higher interest rates to snuff it 
out. 

Major U.S. banks Friday 
raised prime lending rates (the 
rates they charge leading custom- 
ers) from 10.5 to 11 per cent. 

Earlier, government figures 
showed a rise of one per cent in 
the producer price index in Janu- 
ary, the biggest in three years. 

“The interest rate fears may 
have always been there but now 
they have taken on a higher 
profile,” said Stephen Morton- 
son, managing director of re- 
search at Blunt Ellis and Loewi 
Inc. 

“Stocks are now due for a five 
per cent to 10 per cent correction 
from tbe recent highs on a whole 
host of negative news — prinri- ! 
pally the disappointment in the 
budget, disappointment on Infla- : 
tion and the combination of these j 
indicating that interest rates have j 
to go higher,” said Allen Sinai, 
chief economist at the Boston CO. 
investment firm. 

Bush announced bis budget for 
the 1990 fiscal year starting in 
October to Congress Thursday. 
Analysts said the package did not 
meet expectations for strong, spe- 
cific steps to reduce a deficit 
likely to top $160 billion this year. 

They also said the strong rise in 
producer prices showed that ac- 
tion so far by the Federal Reserve 
(Fed) to reduce inflation had not 
been enougb and the central bank 
might have to tighten its grip on 
credit further. 

Markets like governments to 
be strict with inflation but they 
fret if the interest rate medicine is 
too strong. 

High rates tend to .syphon 
money out of stocks to interest- 
bearing assets, while pinching 
business profits and perhaps de- 
pressing spending to the point 


where economic expansion stops. 

The hike in the prime rate, the 
first since a rise from 10.0 per 
cent to 10.5 per cent last Novem- 
ber, responded to expectations of 
further Fed tightening, analysts 
said. 

And these events ocurred when 
a buoyant stock market was 
already overdue for a decline, 
they added. 

“Stocks had a nice run and they 
were vulnerable,” said Sinai. 

Wall Street has rallied since the 
beginning of the new year to set a 
post-crash of 1987 high on the 
Dow Jones industrial average of 
2,347.14 Tuesday, a gain of about 
202 points since Jan. 3. 

Outside the United States, 
brokerage analysts said they 
would be watching the Tokyo 
market. Its Nikkei average as 
been in record-breaking territory 
much of the year and closed 
Friday at a new all-time high of 
32,131.99. 

London has also been rallying 
after a sluggish 1988 and the 
FTSE 100-share index there is 
still up 263 points or 14.5 per cent 
on the year despite the fall last 
week. 

Tbe dollar is one wild card in 
the pack. 

It has risen strongly as the 
relatively high U.S. interest rates 
attract foods to the United States. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The top 
White House ethics adviser is 
pressing Secretary of State James 
Baker to sell fus holdings in a 
major New York bank company 
but Baker is resisting, an adminis- 
tration source has said. 

According to the source, who 
asked not to be identified, White 
House counsel Boyden Gray told 
Baker be should divest his hold- 
ings in Chemical New York Corp, 
a bank bolding company that has 
54.5 billion in loans to Third 
World countries. 

Gray first raised his concerns 
during the tranation period after 
the Nov. 8 election. The counsel, 
who reluctantly agreed to put his 
own financial holdings in a trust 
outside bis control last week, said 
Baker should sell the stock to 
avoid the appearance of a conflict 
of interest 

While serving as treasury 
secretary for President Reagan, 


Baker held onto the stock and 
excused himself from matters 
affecting Chemical Bank. Hie 
source said ’ Baker apparently 
hopes to follow that same prac- 
tice at the State Department. 

In a financial disclosure state- 
ment, Baker said his stock in 
Chemical is worth in excess of 
$250,000. No more precise disclo- 
sure is required. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwater tola reporters that 
Baker's lawyers were reviewing 
the matter. He did not elaborate. 

There is concern at the White 
House that allowing Baker, a 
dose friend of Bush, to retain the 
stock might look like favouritism 
at a time the president is 
preaching high ethics in govern- 
ment and railing on officials to 
avoid even the perception of con- 
flict of interest. 

The Washington Post reported 
Friday that Gray has toughened 


his position in recent days after 
first telling Baker be could keep 
the stock and as king Bush to 
grant a waiver to normal conflict- 

of-interest rules. . _ 

State Department legal adviser 
Abraham Sober told the Post' 
that Gray was initially inclined to 
let Baker keep theatock, but has 
since “changed his mind.” 

The Post also said- that Baker* 
in a memo to senior State Depart-:, 
meat officials Jan. 25, said he 
would excuse himsel f from any 
matters involving his former law 
firm or in which be, iris vifc, or 
daughter had a financial interest. 

He supplied his deputies with a 
list of his holdings which, 'along 
with the Chemical stock, included 
stock in two other banks, five oil 
companies, 13 barge 1 or towboat 
partnerships that carry off and 
gas, and working - interests in 
several off wells. 


Hard times hit 6 Chicken Street ? 


KABUL (R) — Goods from 
almost anywhere can still be 
found in Kabul's “Chicken 
Street” but business is slack and 
the price of some of the world's 
cheapest caviar is rising test 

Chicken Street (Kuche Mar- 
gha) has fallen on hard times with 
the withdrawal of Soviet troops 
who used to flock there to shop 
— protected by armoured per- 
sonnel carriers stationed at either 
end of the street. 

Once the haunt of bargain- 
hunting Western hippies in more 
peaceful times. Chicken Street no 
longer even has a corps of 
affluent foreigners to rely on for 
trade now that most resident 
foreign-diplomats and aid person- 
nel have left the country. 

Even wealthier Afghans are 
tightening their belts against 
more austere times ahead, while 
ordinary people limi t their purch- 
ases to tbe bare essentials — 
which are the items in shortest 
supply. 

While people queue for hours 
for bread and oil in sub-freezing 
temperatures, and hundreds of 


vehicles line up for petrol. Chick- 
en Street offers such luxuries as 
Norwegian corn flakes. West 
German shampoo and Japanese 
toys. 

Six months ago a two ounce (55 
grammes) jar of caviar could be 
had for as little as 700 Afghanis 
($3). Last week it was 1,500 and 
now it is as much as 2,000. At 
black market rates this comes to 
$9 — still pretty cheap by interna- 
tional standards. 

“The supply has dried up. I can 
only get one or two jars a day,” a 
shopkeeper said apologetically. 

The influx of Western journal- 
ists covering the Soviet troop 
pullout may have helped inflate 
caviar prices just as tire last sup- 
pliers are preparing to leave. The 
thousands of Soviet soldiers and 
officials with their f amili es who 
used to provide a steady flow of 
Soviet goods to the bazaar are 
down to a few hundred. 

There are still plenty of Soviet 
goods to buy in Chicken Street — 
furs, hats, army belts, baby food, 
tinned milk, fish and, of course, 
vodka. 


A good bottle of Stotidniaya 
goes for 1,100 Afghanis ($5) and 
Soviet Sparkling wine costs only.a 
little more. 

In the main bazaar down by the 
Kabul river where less vrealthy 
Afghans shop the . range is still, 
fairly cosmopolitan. 

Next to a cart overflowing with 
dripping sheeps' heads, traders 
sell Thai and West German bat- 
teries. Elsewhere axe Chinese 
toilet paper, Indian razor blades* 
British, soap and cheap costume 
jeweUeiy from Hong Kong. 

“Afghanistan is a crossroads 
between East and West,” said a 
carpet seller, proud -that Ins aty 
managed to maintain its trading 
tradition despite a long-run oing 
civil war. 

However, shopkeepers now: 
have time to drink tea with each 
other or stand at their doorways 
calling out to the few likely cus- 
tomers walking down the streeet. 

The shopkeepers are unwfflmg . 
to grumble openly. 

“I don't want to talk about 
politics, you don't know who 
might be listening. FIT tell you all 
about carpets,” said- one trader. 


World Bank to lend private Hungarian firms 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
World Bank will lend Hungary 
$140 million, with at least $15 
million to go towards helping 
small privately-owned enter- 
prises, the bank has announced. 


for 35 years, at .75 of one per cent 
interest. 

... The World Bank is owned by 
151 countries, not including the 
Soviets, with the U.S. govern- 
ment holding tbe largest number 




countries of Eastern Europe, 
Hungary has advanced furthest in 
encouraging private business. 
Some of its arrangements have 
served as a model for changes in 
the Soviet Union. 


gress have criticised the bank for 
its loans to member countries 
under communist rule. 

A statement by tbe bank said 
the loan is part of a broader 


“The project will improve 
Hungary's trade balance and 
generate more than $100 milli on 
a year in convertible-currency re- 
venues,” said Oscar De Bruyn 
Kops, an industrial specialist at 
the bank. 

He said two previous loans to 


Some commercial banks in Hun- 
gary are now joint ventures with 
private- banks from neighbouring 
Austria and other cou n t ri es. 

The National Bank of Hungary 
will pay the World Bank's vari- 
able interest rate, now 7.65 per 
cent a year. The loan is repayable 


Hungary paved the way for ‘ fo 15 years, but for the first five 
orienting Hu n g ari an firms more years only interest need be paid. 


Tbe World Bank also programme of restructuring 
announced a loan of $61 million Hungarian industry to orient it 
to China for help in building a more toward the market. Money 
bridge and highway between will be lent to support producers 
Nanchang, capital of Jianxi pro- of goods that can be exported to 
vince in southeastern China, and countries paying in U.S. dollars 
tbe port of Jiujiang. This loan is and other hard currencies. 


toward making profits, and for ~ . ..... ,, 

the development of small and . To quahiy for individual loans, 
private firms. films must hare fewer than 60 

employees and be trying to make 
This one will be channelled a profit. Small firms in Hungary 
through the government's may be privately owned, state- 
National Bank of Hungary, which owned or cooperative. Hungarian 
will lend it on by way of the ' law limits to 500 the number of 
country's government-owned employees that a private corn- 
commercial banking system, pany can hire. 


Economists: New taxes to increase 
Japan’s luxury imports, consumption 


TOKYO (AP) — New tax laws to 
take effect April 1 will likely 
boost sales of automobiles, li- 
quor, jewelry and high-tech elec- 


Indonesia threatens 
bigger coffee sales 

JAKARTA (AP) — Indonesia, want an arrangement to be made 
the world's third biggest coffee on exports of our coffee to non- 
producer. has threatened to in- quota countries,” he told repor- 
crease its coffee exports if the ters after meeting with Indone- 
Intenrational Coffee Organisa- sian President Suharto. “In our 
tion (ICO) did not increase its opinion, we do not agree to any 
.share of the world coffee market, limitation of movement to market 
Trade Minister Arifin Sire gar coffee to non-quota countries... 


said Indonesia would boost its 
exports to countries which are not 


but if (hey do not want us to 
augment our sale (to non-quota 


part of the 50 coffee-producing consumers 1 ), they should raise our 
and 24 coffee-consuming ICO. quota.” 


Tbe organisation uses a quota 
system to keep coffee prices 
stable. 

Under the system, a coffee 
producer must not exceed its set 
cjuota to any ICO consumer na- 
tion. However, Siregar said In- 
donesia’s quota and the number 
of votes it has in the ICO have 
become outdated and do not re- 
flect status as the third largest 
coffee producer. 

He said a trade delegation 
would be sent to London in a few 
days to discuss raising the na- 
tion’s quota from the 162,000 
tons allotted for the 1987-88 cof- 
fee year. 

“Several producing countries 


He said the delegation would 
strike for more votes in the ICO. 
wbich also would be reflected in 
more facilities and a higher quota 
for Indonesia. 

Indonesia produces about 
330,000 tons of coffee a vear. 

In calendar 1987, which differs 
from the coffee year, Indonesian 
exports reached 286,200 tons to 
quota countries, including the 
United States, Japan and West 
Germany, and 77,986 tons to 
non-quota consumers such as 
Algeria and Hungary. The quota 
countries have joined in the inter- 
national coffee agreement, which 
keeps prices at set levels. 


ironies — good news for com- 
panies exporting to Japan. 

Economists say that while the 
mainstay of the tax reform, a 
three per cent sales tax, will raise 
many prices in this nation, the 
overall impact on the Japanese 
economy will be positive. 

The new laws, the first major 
overhaul of Japan's tax system 
since 1949, will reduce income, 
residential, corporate and inheri- 
tance taxes by 5.8 trillion yen 
($45 billion) in fiscal 1989, which 
begins April 1. 

In line with government policy, 
the reform mil encourage con- 
sumption of luxury products 
through the elimination of a vari- 
ety of special taxes on cars, li- 
quor. jeweliy, golf equipment 
and electronics. This step is ex- 
pected to inject an additional 3.4 
trillion yen ($26.4 billion) into 
Japan's robust economy in fiscal 
1989. 

Japan’s 40-year-old tax struc- 
ture no longer suited the needs of 
an affluent, aging society, Shigeo 
Ohara, director of the finance 
ministry's research division, has 
said. 

The system, drafted by U.S. 
occupation authorities while 
Japan was rebuilding after its 
defeat in World War II, slapped 
luxury taxes on liquor, tobacco, 
furs, jewelry, large appliances 
and other items. 

"Now, it's hard to decide what 
goods are luxury items,” Ohara 
said. 

Retailers will sec sales increase 


when taxes as high as 23 per cent 
are replaced by the three per cent 
sales tax, says Richard Koo, 
senior economist at Nomura Re- 
search Institute. 

“It's a positive step in en- 
couraging consumption ... it 
should make a big difference,” 
Koo said. 

The reform also is intended to 
help cut Japan’s trade surplus and 
respond to foreign criticism that 
taxes on high-quality liquor and 
other goods boosted import 
prices. Ohara said. 

The finance ministry estimates 
that the new tax laws alone, by 
slashing prices on luxury imports, 
will cut Japan's current account 
surplus by $2 billion in 1991, the 
year it chose for its analysis. 

Overall, the tax reform is ex- 
pected to boost Japan’s real gross 
national product estimated at 
370.3 trillion yen ($2,87 trillion) 
in fiscal 1988, by about 0.2 per 
cent, the ministry says. 

Although consumer prices are 
forecast to rise 1.2 per cent as a 
result of a new sales tax, the net 
decrease in taxes will total 2 6 
trillion yen. ($20-2 billion). The 
sales tax will bring in revenues 
amounting to 3.2 trillion yen 
($24.8 billion) in fiscal 1989 j T 
says. 

However, some predict the 
government win quickly raise toe 
sales tax rate from the initial 
three per cent, resulting in an 


increase in total taxes. 

The main goal of the reform^ 
the government maintains,' is to : 
distribute the tax burden more . 
equitably. The tax cuts favour . 
middle-aged couples through spe^ ' 
rial deductions for dependents 
aged 16 to 22. 

“The middle-aged salary work- 
ers felt their tax burdens ■were ' 
heavy and unfair, given the .high 
educational expenses for their, 
children,” Ohara said. - 
But critics say the new salestex 
is a virtual sieve of loopholes that 
favours toe rich while squeezing 
lower-income earners. " 

The new sales tax exempts ■ all - 
w * lil annual sales below 
3° rntfoon yen ($232^58),/aboot : 
a third of all Japanese businesses 
~ ~ a mo ve that gained the tax's . 
acceptance among toe shopkeep- 7 
«s associations that helped. de-' 

form. eariiCr a ^ ein P*.** t - *&?■ 

. Land sales, sales of s^urifi^. 
“suxed medical costs and sbme 
educational costs are also exempt : 
from toe new tax. . ' ' ■...-»>■ 
^ study by fljeS hiimAwwff^ “. 
somere’ Cooperative Assopatem," 
a Tokyo consumers' groupf savk : 
under the new L 

four-member bousebold wito ai^V 

g wmud uKxime of 6.6 miffioftien;: 

^woufopay 162,006^' 
incomeaiK^it^^ 

taxes bat 62,000 yen ($481)/: 

in safes taxes. fin- V n^^ 
dccrease °f 100,000 yeb ($77^V 

: — - ''■'tUs-.: 


ANGLICAN CCHURCH IN 
AMMAN 

Present the Amman City Orchestra in 

A CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT 

Church of the Redeemer, Thursday February 18th 
at 7.30 p jn. 


FOR RENT 

^^•riifNiiUslMdaiidiiiifui^lsXMd Aptortmwikt*. 

• Three bedrooms, two baths, living room, reception and 
dining room, kitchen and glassed balconies. Area 200 
nf. 

Independent C. Heating & telephone. 

Location; Shmeisani near Birds Garden. 

Land lord - TeL 641443 - 642351 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


U.S. d ollar 
. Poms) Sterling 
Deuaebanuffe 
Swiss franc 
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CISCO Bay cpjJaatrby: eight days 
the v f)pBM^!uiMa»-' Ffrancisca 


den Gale 

! . The news earlier Saturday was 
not so good. Shifting winds had 
dropped to. a slight breeze over- 
night as the boat straggled to 


■ MU| ^ 


c _. ' said ^Saturday. 

"fcwiB^^the‘ea^aiorning^‘ 
■said ^Sylvia Wiiksrson,; a shore- 
bawd spdkeswoman for. - the 
fhre&oiat) cirwr^Ttiejr-jiisr want-' 
to get -in." - .• • "... 

Sin tte 10-Tonoe 
racing yacht hastogged sonic 
21,139 ■' km - in a vbyage arosisf: 
dreaded .Cape Hcxm^offtbeop of 
South America;- The period in- 
cluded -a stop.urrthe- F aiMa od 
idands to„xnai«;^epaire after the. 
boat collided- with .nhknowir 

object r ?•■'.' v^; vl • ‘ 

- In j the past-seven years, five 
other-'-rsemg boats have been 
sunk ^rounding' Cape Horn in. 
futile attempts to beat the record 
set by the slipper.; ship Flying. 
Goudml854 — New York' to- 
San Francisco in 89 days,8 hours. 

. At 7.45 :a.ra; <1545 GMT;, 
Saturday, Thursday’s Child was' 
off Pbint-Sar'193 km south of San 
' Francisco,- beating into . 17- to 
20-knoT Crbughiy 32 to 37 km per 
hour) windandtacfeingconstant- 
Jy. WUkerson said; i - .. 

- The crew — sktper-owner War- 
ren Lohrs, 44, Courtney Hazle- 
ton, 32, and Lars Bergstrom r 54, 
who helped design the high-tech 
vessel — were in for a welcome 
from hundreds of boats at the 
finish under San Francisco’s Gol- 


progress north .- At midnight, the 
mlv 7Vi knots 


boat was making only 
(nautical miles -per hour) . 

- -Although tired from the con- 
stant tacki ng, which requires the 
crew, to leap from one side of the 
'Cockpit : to the other to manipu- 
iate.rhesail as the boat zigzags 
n ort h ward, the crew was well 
WHkerson said. 


" Hazleton, talking over the 
radio one day last week, called 
..the adventure "some of the finest 
sailing I ever had- 1 would do it 

.i st., „ u.. >* 


again at the drop of a hat. 

The dipper Flying Cloud, a 


merchantman that also ferried 
gold rush adventurers to San 
Francisco, Could lay on 35 sails 
on its toll masts. It was the fastest 
of thousands of. sailing dippers 
tiiat raced each, otter across the 
Atlantic. -and Pacific. 


Ironically^ the. ship's record- 
setting performance in 1854 coin- 
cided with the beginning of the 
end of tins country's sailing com- 
merce. In that year, U.S. ship- 
builders quit dipper construction 
because freight rates had dropped 
and the oak that went into the 
ships became too expensive. 

Steam 'sealed the doom of the 
Clippers. And the Rocks off St. 
Johns, Newfoundland, did like- 
wise to the Flying Cloud in 1874. 
Nothing is left of it. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

WBT H w Ml ti * ScRrid* Jac 


IMPALED ON THE FORK* 


•' North-South . vulnerable. West 
deals. 

- • • NORTH 

•' / i-4 

tU«542 ' 

" 4 QS T6 ■' ■ 

- * «2 

WEST . ' EAST - 

♦ 9i . 4 s-6 ■ 

^.AQ-U9?J 
<?A.JM9S 032 : 

♦ A 7AS^ . r *'* ;o K> 9 

■SOUTH: 


• - i ■ 


*4,,.^.. .... ■ 

. *K/ 4 3- .-y- : ; 

The Mifiagr j - ■? * 

.West North -East' =; South 

tO ■ '-Pus .-'39. r: :■ 

■ fuss ■ - Tass y- fussy.- 
Optsoing lead:. King -of. 0 . 

Card^' Morion v djancdkxr of 
. the Rmfaq u e r fgcHeniy VII, had a 
very simple method for derenuinlng 
how £gfc 'inm^artfs shooJd btr 
taxed. It they fcedi lavishly, they 
dbw^osly could aftbnL to be .as- 
xssed hcavilj-ifthcr hyed frogaOy , 
they lad to haw bu^ sayisgs. sod 
again could alford a. high levy. In 
bridge, a MDrton*s Ecrk Goap pre- 
senb u defender w5to a Hab9en T s 
Choice, kegardkssofwhidiplayhe 
chootes^ be loses. ' 


The hiddackg on this band from a 
world learn championship mnw 
. yean - ago was straightforward. 
Sooth needed hide from his partner 
to make game, so be simply bid it 
right away. 

West led the king of hearts, and 
declarer paused lo eoonl Ins tricks. 
Stax both minor-rail aces rated to 
, be with West, the only sure tricks 
wav seven trumps and a diamond. 
iT East held the queen of dobs, a 
finesse, in that sort would yield a 
■■ninth trick. A dub niff would have’ 
-fa> btfttf ftdBflfiik trickT 
- Ifiawvcr, if dedainer crossed to 
- the- jack. of trumps- to take the fi- 
nesse, West woold have only to ro- 
t«m a uiunp when in with the ace of 
dubs to stop the raff. The way ooi 
Of the Impasse wasdmpfe, yet de- 
ganl- Declarer rnfTcd the opening 
heart lead and fed a low diamond. 

Wesr was impaled on Morton's 
Foit no matter what he did. If he 
rose with' the see, dec la rer would 
hxve-rwD diamond tricks and would 
not aeed.a dub niff. If he'docfced, 
the diamond queen would be the 
ditty to dummy for the dub finesse. 
After West won the ace of dubs, his 
shift to trumps would come too late. 
Declarer would win, cash the long' 
of dobs and ruff a chib. Thai meant 
ten tricks other way. 


L.-r.U. •- 


THE BETTER HALF. 



^ - “I don't rise at 6:00 AM to go 
jc^ging anymore. The squirrels 
Started getting up early to 
- • . laugh at me." 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| 9 by Heal Arnold and Bob Lee 


~Unscranbie these fow Jumbtes. 
one letter lo OBCh sQoera to form 
tour, ordinary words. 


ANGLD 




•TTDEF 


1 


aflM ' 

w 

nn 

! 

B 


SELMfNi 


mmmm 

m 

m 



urntm 


mmmm 

S3 


WHATAPEIWON 
-WHO'S ALWAYS 
! KICKING SELP04A HAS. 


Now enranpe the circled tettera to 
form the surprise answer, as aug-: 
gested by the above cartoon. ■ 


' : m M »nrm m 

Yaaadays| 


(Answers tomorrow) 
FRIGID IODINE'; 


Jumbles UNCAP TRACT 
Answer: iNhat many Otopte start out on, tight after 
: they return home from a vaatton— 

1 "AN EGOTRIP 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Marseille continues climb up French league 


PARIS (R) — Marseille continued their climb up the French first 
division Saturday with a 3-1 win over Strasbourg to dose the gap 
on league leaders Paris St. Germain who were surprisingly held to 
'a draw at home by Toulon. The southern team triumphed easily 


over Strasbourg, trailing in second last place in the division, 
thanks to two goals by west German international Klaus Allots 


and another by Jean- Pierre Papin, his 16th of the season. Paris St. 
Germain, now with 51 points and only two ahead of Marseille, 
played a- lack-lustre goalless draw against Toulon, another 
disappointing result for the league leaders who lost to Sochaux 
last week. 


Hlasekto face Jarryd in Rotterdam 


ROTTERDAM (R) — Number, two seed Jakob Hlasck of 
Switzerland will meet seventh seeded Anders Jarryd of Sweden in 
the final of rbe Rotterdam Grand Prix tennis tournament Sunday 
after beating France's Yannick Noah 7-& 6-2 Saturday. Hlasek 
had to smiggle to take the first set on a 9-7 tie break, but then 
found his rhythm to dominate the number three seed in the 
second. Earlier Jarryd won his place in Sunday’s final with an easy 
6-2, 6-4 victoiy over sixth seeded Darren Cahill of Australia. 
Jarryd has beaten Hlasek five of the six times the two have met. 


Frenchman wins WBC title 


GRENOBLE, France (AP) — Rene Jacquot became the first 
Frenchman in 30 years to win a World Boxing championship as he 
won a unanimous decision over Amelia n Don Curry for the 
World Boxing Council super-welterweight title Saturday night. 
Curry had the early lead but and inspired Jacquot, cheered on by 
a hometown crowd, turned foe bout in his favour from the sixth 
round on in foe scheduled 12-round fight. Judges Sid Nathan of 
Britain scored it 117-113, Justo Vasquez of Spain, 118-115 and 
Jesus Arias of Mexico, 118-116 in favor of Jacquot. It was the first 
defence of the WBC crown for Curry, who won it last July against 
Italian Gianfranco Rosi. 


Thai retains strawweight title 


BANGKOK (AP) — Thailand’s N&pa Kiatwancbai floored John 
Arief of Indonesia three times in a 12-round bout Saturday and 
retained his World Boxing Council strawweight title by unani- 
mous decision. Napa dominaied every round of his first title 
defence, methodicaDy stalking the dancing Indonesian into 
constant retreat and repeatedly stunning him with left and right 
hooks to the head. Most of AriePs flailing blows missed their 
mark. “Attack, attack," foe crowd roared to Napa during the 
bout at an open-air stadium in Korat, 210 kilometres northeast of 
Bangkok. 


Mattar struggles to advance to semifinals 


SAO PAULO, Brazil (AP) — Top-seeded Luiz Mattar of Brazil 
struggled to defeat Todd Witsken of foe United States 7-5, 7-5 
Saturday in the quarterfinals of foe $130,000 Chevrolet classic 
tennis tournament in the seaside resort of Guaruja. Mattar, a 
rwo-time winner of foe classic, moved on to foe semifinals by 
downing the 25-year-old U.S. player in a tight, 90-minute match. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1989 


W,R HOROSCOPE 


MILT 


^ AsChartedBy The Carroll FUghler Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL ' TENDENCIES: 
This is a gracious day that lends 
itself to making or extending rela- 
tionships. Communications will be 
trivial yet filled with humor, jokes 


and happy talk. 
ARIES CV 


, * (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19)Iu life 
moving too slowly? Yon may fed 
unsatisfied and bored when the 
meny-goround of life is not turn- 
ing fast enough. • 

TAURUS (Ape. 20 to May 20) 
Thank a friend with a personal coll 
or visit. Play your hunches today as 
luck and good umlng can be allied 
to bring success. 

GEMINI (May 31 to Jim* 31) 
Stay with a protect you are 'plan- 
ning to dump. Reach out for new 
friends and let thorn who pretend 
to be friends fade into the 
background. 

MOON CHILDREN (Jane 22 to 
JnL 21) If you feel lucky, it is 
because of your own con fi de n ce. 
Trust your own instincts. A new ac- 
quaintance adda sparkle. 

LEO (JnL 22 to Aug. 21) Talents 
that have been moving slowly may 
be heading into a creative vacuum. 
Bring variety and change to 
favorite projects to avoid boredom. 

VIRGO (Aag. 22 to Sept. 22) Your 
companion would appreciate some 


solitude with you. Greater income 
will bring ah active social cycle to 
your life. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct. 22) Your 
home and a companion could use 
some uplifting and added excite- 
meat Cabin fever can being out the 
worst in anyone. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Glamorous connections may bring 
beautiful people into your Ufa. 
Added physical energy can be used 


for extemfing personal pleasure. 
SAGITTARIUSfNav.r ~ 


.22 to Dee. 
21) Your patience may be at stake 
in dealing with a co-worker who 
refugee to be comprceafa ing . Belkrve 
in what you do and stay confident 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jen. 20) 
A give and take attitude will avoid 
that will not be b en e fi cial 


Meet with an old friend fare caksr- 
ful evening. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 18) 
A legal matter may surface that 
trade immediate attention. Proceed 
with new plana. Communication 
skills are hig h lighted. 

PISCSS (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Pur- 
sue your own personal fatteresta and 
avoid catering to everyone Bias's 
whims. This is the key to clearing 
up current financial problema. 


THE Daily Crossword by Roger Coburn 


ACROSS 
1 Gaucfto 
weapon 
S Sassy 
9 Donahue 
13 ArmadHto 
IS Vice* 

IB Ust 

17 Overlapped 
sewing 

19 Clear 

20 Large deer 

21 Walk 

22 Madlgan” 
24 Pub mUwBe 
2S 'Lhasa — 

26 Nao 
28 Grabbed 

32 Glower 

33 Lacerate 

34 Aviation prefix 

35 Persia 

38 Discolored 

37 Combo 

38 hi ease 

39 USA word: 
abbr. 

40 Certain 
MR 

41 Quadiflateref- 

43 Bear homes 

44 Fragrance - 

45 Pith 

4B Sorcery 

49 Secular 

50 Legendary - 
bird 

53 Footless 

54 Gar ' 

57 Extent 
68 Noose 

59- In that case . 

60 Youth 

61 Flew 

82 Kind of tide 
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10 Amerind 
tl Highway to 
Roma 
12 Singer 
Cantrell 
15 Astronaut 
. Alan 

18 Stone chip 

23 WWU craft 

24 Oppressed 

25 and a 
peculiar 


DOWN 

1 Infant 

2 Gem 

3 Need 

4 Cfumsy 
bo*! " 

5 Firecracker 
8 Banish 

7 liturgy 

8 UN's gift 

9 Stimulating 


26 Rock debris 

27 Shore 

28 “His acts 
being — 

egea" 

(Shakespeare) 

29 Actor 

. Vlffocftaixa . 

30 Indians 

31 Entrance 

32 Mild 

33 Indonesian 
Island 

36 Pools 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnra nnniara nnnri 
nuns mnonn nnnni 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnn Rnnn nafina 
nnnn onnna 
naancm nnorannnin 
DHnon Hnciam n^a 
rona nnnnn nnaa 
nnn nnnnn rarannn 
nnnnnnna Finnatin 
nnnran naon 
nniFiFia ranaa nm 
nnnn nnnnnaniiaa 
naan nnnnn nnnn 
noon rionoo anna 
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New York 
Yankees boss 
heads radical 
change plan 


PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) — 
George Steinbreaner. working 
secretly on his U.S. Olympic 


committee critique, says he has 
>1S 


produced a plan to enhance 
America's winning prospects. 

The wbeeiing-deajing owner of 
the New York Yankees baseball 
team was the butt of jokes last 
year at the winter Olympic games 
when foe United States Olympic 
committee announced he would 
head a commission to review its 
performance. 

"Some people poked fun at 
me, but that’s OK ..." Steinbren- 
ner said in New York, adding that 
his ideas would be proven with 
results. He prepared to deliver 
them the USOC’s quadrennial 
meeting next weekend. 

The report, he said, includes 
"very specific recommendations" 
after interviews with about 70 
athletes, coaches, corporate 
sponsors, merchandisers and 
others, though he won’t divulge 
details of foe study. 

Many Olympic figures, howev- 
er, remain dubious, saying Stein- 
brencer failed to talk to key 
coaches and athletes with Olym- 
pic experience. Stan Huntsman, 
foe men’s head track coach at 
Seoul, and University of Texas 
colleague Terry Crawford, foe 
1988 women's head coach, were 
among those who said they we- 
ren’t approached by Steinbren- 
ner's Olympic overview commis- 
sion. 

The seven-member Olympic 
overview commission that Stein- 
brenner chaired was asked by 
USOC president Robert H. Hel- 
mick to evaluate foe USOC's 
performance 10 years after the 
federal Amateur Sports Act of 
1978. 

That legislation chartered foe 
USOC in its present form and 
gave it Olympic dominion over 
the bickering U.S. National Col- 
legiate Athletic Association and 
the Amateur Athletic Union. 
Steinbrenner was to examine 
whether foe USOC was meeting 
its congressional mandate to lead 
the development and training of 
Olympic athletes. 

It was not designed to be a 
quick fix to vault the United 
States past the medal-leading 
Soviets and the no. 2 East Ger- 
mans at foe 1992 games. Nor was 
it an automatic reaction to some of 
the disappointments of last year. 

Steinbrenner said the report 
won't mince words about, how to 
support U.S: athletes to regain 
their -former, dominance, but 
wouldn't predict how !on^ it 
might take to produce tangible 
results in the medal count. 

“I’ve made too many mistakes 
in my life prejudging people and 
things." te said. 


Gold at last for Schneider 


VAIL, Colorado (R) — Swiss slti 
ace Vrem Schneider eclipsed her 
rivals to retain her giant slalom 
crown and clinch her first title of 
the Vail World Championships 
after she had been twice denied a 
gold medal. 

Olympic double champion 
Schneider proved her supreme 
class by posting foe fastest time in 
each of foe two runs down the 
Vail international slope to win by 
a huge margin of 1.13 seconds. 

Carole Merle and Cbristelle 
Guignard swept through for silver 
and bronze, bringing France their 


first medals in the penultimate 
race of the 15-day cham- 
pionships. 

Schneider, silver medallist in 
both the combined and foe sla- 
lom, had not been beaten in a 
giant slalom, for over a year and 
made dear she was in no mood to 


from ninth after foe first leg to 
third overall with a second leg 
time nobody but Schneider could 
match. 


end that proud sequence when 
she built up a lead of 0.51 seconds 


over nearest rival Merle on the 
first run. 

Guignard, slalom silver medal- 
list in the 1985 world cham- 
pionships, produced a excellent 
second run when she pulled up 


The track, a hard-packed com- 
bination of artificial and new 
snow, has very slick on the steep 
parts and spelled doom for Amer- 
ican combined gold medallist 
Tamara McKinney, who crashed 
out early in the first leg. 

“This is a great win for me. T 
put a lot of pressure on myself. I 
never gave so much in a race.” 
Schneider said. 


Chess: Status up, champion down 


GENEVA (AP) — The question 


is as old as foe modem Olympic 
games: is chess a sport? 

There is not likely to be a 
definitive answer, though there is 
the often- died definition that the 
“game of the Kings” combines 
sport, art and sdence. 

Florencio Cam pom an es, presi- 
dent of the International Chess 
Federation (FIDE), hopes that 
one day the sport component will 
make chess part of the Olympic 
games. 

Players currently have their 
own chess Olympiad, a team con- 
test that is held every two years, 
and the individual world cham- 
pionships. 


But Campomanes made plain 
in a telephone interview with the 
Assodated Press that he also 
wants champion players to get a 
grab at “real” Olympic gold. 

In what was described as a first 
step, he raised the question dur- 
ing a visit this week to foe head- 
quarters of the International 
Olympic Committee, where be 
had a one-hour talk with IOC 
president Juan Antonio Samar- 
anch. 


Campomanes. a Philippine 
national, said Barcelona would 
be a fining site “because it is a 
Catalan city and every full r 
blooded Catalan plays chess.”. 

And he noted, “President 
Samaranch is a Catalan.” 


Kasparov attacked 


Evert goes 
through in 
Memphis 


MEMPHIS. Tennessee (AP) — 
Chris Evert broke Lori McNeil’s 
serve six times Saturday night to 
gain a 6-3, 6-1 victory in the 
four-player ladies' tennis chal- 
lenge, a preliminary exhibition to 
the Volvo-Tennis indoor com- 
petition. 

Martina Navratilova fought off 
17-year-old Mary Jo Fernandez 
for a 6-4, 6-4 win in the second 
match. 

Evert and Navratilova play 
Sunday for the 5110,000 first 
prize. Navratilova leads foe series 
between the two players 43-37 
and has won 24 of their last 31 
matches, including three straight. 

McNeil's serve was her down- 
fall throughout the match as she 
lost her first service game as well 
as match point on a double fault. 
She also dropped foe first set on 
her own serve. 

• After dropping- the first three 
games of ''foe first set, McNeil 
pulled to 4-3 but lost her serve 
before Evert held service to win 
foe set. Evert then ran off the 
final four games of foe second set 
for foe victoiy. 
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Both organisations are based in 
Switzerland, foe IOC in Lausan- 
ne and FIDE in Lucerne. 

Decades ago, FIDE had close 
links with the IOC “and many 
FIDE member federations are 
quite anxious to have this rela- 
tionship renewed,” Campomanes 
said. 


Recently, there has been a- 
growing trend of national chess 
federations joining their coun- 
tries’ national Olympic commit- 
tees. he said. 


His talk with Samaranch 
Wednesday focused on “possibili- 
ties for future collaboration be- 
tween foe two organisations an 
IOC press release said. Campo- 
manes said he had a “very posi- 
tive talk” but stressed that 
Samaranch did not commit him- 
self in any way. 

He said one 1 possibility for 
strengthening ties could be an 
exhibition tournament at the 1992 
summer Olympics in Barcelona. 


MOSCOW (R) — World Chess 
Champion Gary Kasparov, re- 
nowned for his flamboyant lifes- 
tyle and outspoken opinions, was 
sharply attacked Saturday in an 
open letter published in the lead- 
ing Soviet sports publications. 

The letter, on foe front page of 
foe daily Sovietsky Sport, accused 
Kasparov of caring not for sport 
but only for himself and said his 
ideas were detrimental to the 
entire sports movement in foe 
Soviet Union. 

The four signatories of the let- 
ter included Olympic champion 
pole vaulter Sergei Bubka and 
A lexer Kolesov, deputy chairman 
of foe Soviet Sports committee. 

They took him to task in par- 
ticular over a recent interview in 
which he attacked the sports com- 
mittee for taking the lion’s share 
of payments to Soviet sportsmen 
abroad and demanded profes- 
sionalism in all sports. 

“Unfortunately, we are forced 
to say that Kasparov does not 
care for sport, but only for him- 
self in sport, and at times acts 
towards his fellow sportsmen with 
contempt.” foe letter said. 
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World News 


Tamils blamed for massacre of 36 


Pre-poll outburst 
of violence claims 


55 in Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO iAP) — Ethnic and political violence 
reached a crescendo in this once idyllic island nation 
Sunday when at least 55 people were killed on the 
last day of campaigning before Feb. 15 elections. 


The victims included 3h 
Sinhalese villagers killed late 
Saturday in a remote central Sri 
Lankan village, military officials 
said. The Liberation "Tieer< of 
Tamil Eelam, the most powerful 
Tamil guerrilla group, were 
blamed by the Foreign Ministry 
but denied responsibility. 

Elsewhere. N other people 
were killed as violence escalated 
with the approach of Wednes- 
day’s parliamentary election. 
One of the victims was an opposi- 
tion party candidate, the 14th 
would-be legislator to die since 
campaigning started five weeks 
;r«o. 


Officials blamed militant 
Sinhalese tor the killings, includ- 
ing the slaying of the candidate. 

More than I JUKI people have 
been killed by miliunts. both 
Tamil and Sinhalese, since 
nominations lor elections began 
Jan. h. 

"It is .in unprecedented situa- 
tion ol violence." said Elmo 
( numeral ne. a senior govern- 
ment official. "It is the worst and 
Idoodic 4 election campaign in Sri 
Lanka's history." 

The elections Feh. IS will be 
the first parliamentary elections 
in the country since 1977. 

The normal term of parliament 
in Si i I anka is six years, hui the 
1**77 legislature was extended for 


an extra six-year term by a re- 
ferendum held in 1982. 

Campaigning for the polls ends 
at midnight ( 1830 GMT) Sunday. 
Most of the I .-UKJ candidates for 
the 225 parliamentary seats were 
addressing campaign meetings 
and making last-minute appeals 
for votes. 

In the eastern town of Sarn- 
manturai. six supporters of Presi- 
dent Ranusinghe Premadasa’s 
United National Party were shot 
and killed by unknown attackers, 
military officials said. 

Military officials in Colombo 
said the victims of the attack 
on Dutuwewa included 20 chil- 
dren and five women. At least 
four other people were wounded 
but managed to flee into the thick 
undergrowth, the officials said, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. 

The police officer, also speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity, 
said he was one of the first to 
reach the village and found 
hodies lying inside the mud and 
thatch huts. 

"The rebels attacked a cluster 
of houses close to the jungle." he 
said. "Other villagers heard 
shooting and screams but were 
too frightened to come out/’ 

Dutuwewa is about 1 00 
kilometres northeast of Col- 
ombo. the capital of Sri Lanka. 


The village, reachable only by 
winding paths hacked through the 
marshy jungle, is in north central 
province, an area dominated by 
Sinhalese, but lies just outside 
eastern province, a main area of 
operations by Tamil separatists 
fighting for an independent 
homeland. 

A Foreign Ministry official in 
Colombo blamed the mass kill- 
ings in the jungle village on the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam, the most powerful of the 
Tamil guerrilla groups that have 
been waging a bloody independ- 
ence campaign since 1983. 

The Tigers issued a statement 
denying responsibility for the 
attack. 

More than 8.500 people have 
died in the ethnic violence as the 
minority Tamils have stepped up 
their attacks on the Sinhalese 
majority and Sinhalese-domin- 
ated government. 

"It's ail part of the overall plan 
to rid eastern province and near- 
by areas of Sinhalese." said the 
Foreign Ministry official, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 


Campaigning from home 


. The violence has forced 
opposition candidates to cam- 
paign from their homes- 
"Because of the attacks, we 
find it difficult to conduct street 
campaigns." said Freedom Party 
candidate Chulapathmendra 
Dahanayake after meeting sup- 
porters in Matara. 160 kilometres 
south of Colombo. 


safety worries Britons 


LONDON l AP) — Fiiod-poison- 
ing .cares involving chicken, 
eggs, butter and popular pre- 
w Hiked dinners have left millions 
ol Britons baffled and preoccu- 
pied over what they can and 
cannot eat. 

Since December, when Junior 
Health Minister Edwinu Currie 
said most of Britain's egg produc- 
tion was infected with salmonella, 
the debate over the health risk 
trom eating various foods has 
gained momentum. 

Public anxiety 


has 


been 

aroused partly by news media 
attention and front-page head- 
lines like "Cheese Can Kill Your 
Baby" in Saturday’s four-million 
circulation tabloid The Sun. and 
partly by conflicting data from 
government ministers, industry- 
spokesmen and scientists. 

"The average consumer is 
punch-drunk with warnings and 
statistics — many of which seem 
contradictory." the normally pro- 
government Daily Express said in 
an edih trial Saturday. 

This weekend. Britons faced a 


triple food scare: salmonella-in- 
fected chickens and eggs, mer- 
cury-contaminated butter and 
soft cheeses contaminated with 
listeria — a bacteria that can 
cause respiratory illness — pre- 
cooked meals, fresh fruits and 
vegetables. 

the Department of Health 
Saturday denied a front-page 
story in the liberal Guardian 
newspaper that claimed the gov- 
ernment was delaying publication 
of a report into another scare — 
the possibility that meat products 
from cattle infected with a brain 
virus could trigger the same dis- 
ease in humans. The report 
would be published soon, the 
government said, and there was 
no health risk because milk and 
meal from such animals was 
being destroyed. 

With public concern mounting. 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er's Conservative government 
announced Friday that a commit- 
tee of government and indepen- 
dent experts headed by an inde- 
pendent scientist would investi- 


gate all aspects of food safety. 

The Agriculture Department 
ordered farmers to slaughter all 
salmonella-infected chicken 
flocks. The Department of 
Health has estimated there are 
between ?l)n.(Klf) and 2.2 million 
cases of salmonella poisoning in 
Britain every year. The disease 
can be fatal to the elderly and 
very young. 

The government's chief medic- 
al officer. Sir Donald Acheson. 
warned pregnant women against 
eating soft cheeses, which could 
be contaminated by listeria bac- 
teria. and urged that pre-cooked 
meals be re-heated and fruits and 
vegetables washed to prevent lis- 
reria contamination. He said lis- 
teria infections killed 50 people in 
England and Wales last year and 
led to miscarriages in 11 pregnan- 
cies. 

A Ministry of Agriculture 
spokesman, unidentified in keep- 
ing with British practice, said 
later that a ban would be imposed 
on unpasteurised milk, but he did 
not specify when or how. 


Managua to propose 
poll monitoring plan 


MANAGUA (R.I — Nicaragua 
will propose at a Central Amer- 
ican summit next week that elec- 
tions he monitored by interna- 
tional observers. President 
Djniel Ortega said Saturday. 

Saying the region's foreign 
ministers had failed to agree on 
monitoring elections in Central 
America. Ortega said Nicaragua 
would present a new proposal in 
FI Salvador. 

"Nicaragua will put forward a 
proposal for elections to be veri- 
fied by observers from the United 
Nations, the Organisation of 
American States (OAS) and 
other countries.” Ortega told a 
news conference. 

Leaders of the five Central 
American nations meet in El Sal- 
vador Mnndav to irv to revive the 


IN- mo nth-old Esquiputas Peace 
Plan for Central America. 

The leaders have sought ways 
to verify the accord, which calls 
for an end to regional wars and 
greater democracy. 

Ortega said he hoped a multi- 
national observer force set up to 
monitor border violations in the 
region would be in place within 
two to three months if the plan is 
ratified at the meetings. 

Central American Foreign 
Ministers agreed to the plan this 
week in New York. 

Ortega also said the U.S. Con- 
gress should help fund the repat- 
riation of U.S.-backed contra re- 
bels based in Honduras. 

The rebels' eight-year-old war 
against Nicaragua's leftist govern- 
ment has virtually ground to a 



Daniel Ortega 


halt since Congress cut off milit- 
ary aid a year ago. 

Ortega said he hoped President 
Bush would respect decisions 
taken at the summit and support 
the peace plan. 

"As for a direct dialogue. I 
hope a moment arrives in which 
there are conditions for Nicar- 
agua and the United States to 
converse in a normal way." he 
said. 
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Hawke’s India visit marked by differences 


NEW DELHI (R) — Australian 
Prime Minister Bob Hawke en- 
ded a visit to India Sunday 
without narrowing differences 
between the two countries on 
nuclear disarmament and a 
naval buildup in the Indian 
Ocean. 

Hawke left for Australia at 
midday after completing a tour 
that also took him to Sooth 
Korea, Thailand and Pakistan. 

The differences came oat in 
the open Friday when Hawke 
described India as the only 
non-nuclear weapons produc- 
ing country to have demons- 
trated a nuclear explosive capa- 
bility. 

"1 frankly wish that capabil- 


ity had not been developed,’* 
Hawke said in a speech, while 
urging India to sign the Nuclear 
noD-Proliferation Treaty 
flVPD. 

India carried oat a nuclear 
test in 1974, but said it was for 
peaceful purposes. It also re- 
fuses to sign the NPT on the 
grounds that it discriminates 
against some conntries. 

“He (Hawke) was reflecting 
a growing apprehension in the 
West of nodear proliferation in 
South Asia.” said Bhabani Sen 
Gupta of New Delhi’s Indepen- 
dent Centre for Policy Re- 
search. 

Pakistan said last week that 
it had reached the threshold of 


nuclear "weapons . producing 
capability, but decided against 
it. 

Indian Prime Minister R^jb 
Gandhi said after Hawke’s 
speech India and Austr alia had 
reached a new understanding 
during the four-day visit, but 
seemed to have made few con- 
cessions during extensive talks 
with the Australian premier. 

On the Indian Ocean, Gan- 
dhi made an unexpectedly 
strong defence of India's grow- 
ing naval presence, saying its 
exclusive economic zone avoid 
be defended at all costs. 

‘‘Confronted with Che grow- 
ing presence of outside naval 
forces in the Indian Ocean, we 


are left with no alternative but 
to strengthen our- naval de- 
fences,” Gandhi said in a 

speech. 

Gupta said Gandhi's speech 
reflected India's romantic no- 
tions about naval power and Us 

unconcern for the strategic in- 
terests of Australia in the Indi- 
an Ocean. 

“As Ear as the Indian Ocean 
is concerned, India has no 
strategic relationship with Au- 
stralia- So Hawke had to fail in 
narrowing differences on the 
issue with India,” Gupta said. 

Weston diplomatic sources 
said the visit was a success only 
from an economic point of 
view. 



John Tower 

Tower 

contradicts 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Pub- 
lished reports Saturday said that 
Defence Secretary-designate 
John Tower's Congressional" testi- 
mony about his work for British 
Aerospace Incorporated contra- 
dicts an earlier sworn statement 
the nominee has made about his 
relationship with the company. 

The reports in the Los Angeles 
Times and the Legal Times raised 
new questions about Tower’s ties 
to defence contractors, one of 
several areas that have held up 
confirmation of President George 
Bush's choice as secretary of de- 
fence. 

The publications said Tower 
has said he advised the British 
company on selling military sys- 
tems to the U.S. even though he 
testified to the Senate Armed 
Services Committee that his work 
for British Aerospace concerned 
only non-military matters. 

Meanwhile, the New York Post 
reported Saturday that rhe Feder- 
al Bureau of Investigation (FBIl 
apparently has not bothered to 
talk to Tower's neighbours, ex 
amine certain police records or 
investigate several car accidents 
involving Tower. 

The Post, citing syndicated col- 
umnist Cody Shearer, said the 
incidents included an episode 
June 6. 1967. when .Tower was 
trapped in his hotel suite in Dal- 
las by an early-morning blaze he 
accidentally set by dropping a 
cigarette on an overstuffed 
armchair. 

When firemen broke into his 
room to remove him. "he was 
reportedly in no condition to free 
himself." the Post said. 

In written testimony. Tower 
told the Armed Sen ices Commit- 
tee he could "recall no actions in 
connection with any defence acti- 
vities" that he had done for the 
U.S. subsidiary of British Aeros- 
pace. 

Tower told the committee, 
which has suspended considera- 
tion of his nomination until after 
the current congressional recess, 
that he worked chiefly on selling 
commercial jets to U.S. airlines 
and also advised British Aeros- 
pace on trade legislation and cur- 
rency fluctuations. 

But in a sworn deposition in 
June 1987. Tower said he had 
given the company advice on 
"selling certain systems to the 
Defence Department." according 
to the Los Angeles Times. 

The statement was given in a 
deposition to lawyers represent- 
ing Tower's second wife in their 
divorce proceeding, the publica- 
tions reported. 


Illegal immigrants face caning in Singapore 


By Ajoy Sen 
Reuter 

SINGAPORE — As darkness 

falls, junks ferry illegal immig- 
rants. in search of attractive 
wages and a good life, to 
prosperous Singapore. 

Many of the boats come 
from Johore Bahru in Malaysia 
and after a 211-minute journey 
they arrive on Singapore’s de- 
serted beaches, where trucks 
hired by labour contractors 
whisk the aliens away to build- 
ing sites and ship repair yards. 

Some of the labourers, lured 
by the prospect of earning up 
to 20 dollars CS III} a day. smug- 
gle themselves in boots of cars 
or come armed with forged 
work permits issued by syndi- 
cates for up to 1,000 dollars 
tSSflti) a permit. 

To stop the growing influx of 
immigrants. Singapore last 
month passed a law making 
foreigners who illegally enter 
the country or overstay beyond 
90 days liable to three strokes 


of the cane and three months 
in jail. 

The Immigration Amend- 
ment Bill 19X9 also threatens 
employers of illegal immig- 
rant* with up to two years in 
jail and a fine of 6.0U0 dollars 
(53,000). 

Officials said factory own- 
ers. hit by an acute labour 
shortage, risked the sanctions 
to gel needed workers from 
bogus employment agencies. 

"We arc in trouble.’’ said a 
building contractor. "Our ap- 
plications to hire foreign work- 
ers are rejected and there are 
not enough Singaporeans to do 
the work.” 

The foreign workers who 
come mainly from impover- 
ished regions in Malaysia. 
Thailand. India and Bang- 
ladesh are hired with little 
. questions asked and some em- 
ployers even provide them 
with free board and lodging. 

Singapore, which annually 
draws more than four million 


tourists, says it does not wish 
to see any more of the un- 
wanted guests. 

They posed a threat to socie- 
ty because they were not sub- 
jected to medical checks or 
official inquiries necessary to 
weed out known criminals, 
said senior Minister of State 
for Home Affairs Lee Boon 
Yang. 

More than 4.UU0 illegal im- 
migrants were arrested last 
year compared with 3,500 in 
1987. Hundreds were detained 
last month. 

Lawyers said the new law 
carried a reduced prison term 
to spare Singapore's jails, 
stretched to accommodate 
those aliens already sentenced. 

The government annually 
spends 9.4 million dollars ($4.7 
million) to keep more than 
1.100 illegal immigrants in jail. 
They make up almosr 17 per 
cent of the prison population. 

The old law prescribed a jail 
term of up to two years and a 


fine of up to 5.0IJU Singapore 
dollar'- t$2.5Utl) for an illegal 
immigrant or his employer. 

Caning was a more effective 
way to ease the problem. Lee 
said. 

"We want to deliver a clear 
signal: Don't come here to try 
your luck at breaking our laws 
and don’t come here to try 
your luck with our courts hop- 
ing that you could get off with 
a light sentence." he said.. 

T3ie new law has been criti- 
cised in some quarters. 

Caning is barbaric, one rul- 
ing-party politician said. 

Other critics urged the gov- 
ernment to take a more lenient 
view considering the illegal im- 
migrants were mostly unem- 
ployed and poor people, and 
not criminals. 

“They come here to work, 
not to rob or steal and are 
doing jobs which Singaporeans 
refuse to do." said opposition 
member of parliament Lee 
Siew Choh. 


Baker downplays possible 
missile dispute with Kohl 


LONDON fR) — U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker, on his 
first foreign trip, played down the 
possibility of a dispute with West 
Germany over modernising 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) short-range nuclear 
missiles. 

Commenting on an interview in 
which Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
suggested a decision on the politi- 
cally charged issue could be post- 
poned for two years. Baker said: 
"We have to see exactly what was 
meant by the statement.’’ 

"I think that perhaps you could 
put a different interpretation on 
it," he told reporters Saturday as 
he flew from Canada to Iceland 
on an eight-day tour of 15 NATO 
capitals. 

He later landed in London 
where he will meet Prime Minis- 
ter Margaret Thatcher and Fore- 
ign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe 


Sunday. 

Baker said he did not want to 
react to the idea of postponing a 
missile decision until he talks with 
Kohl in Bonn Monday night. 

But he insisted the chancellor's 
remarks do not necessarily reflect 
a difference of opinion because 
“it depends on what he meant by 
the term modernisation.’’ 

A new weapon goes through 
various stages before it is de- 
ployed and Baker seemed intent 
on preserving room for com- 
promise with Kohl. 

Kohl discussed the missile in an 
interview Friday with the Lon- 
don-based Financial Times news- 
paper. 

The 88 U.S. Lance missiles are 
politically sensitive because most 
are based in West Germany. 

Many Germans fear their coun- 
try will be the initial battlefield in 
an East-West conflict and have 


urged a positive NATO re- 
sponse to unilateral force cuts 
announced by the Warsaw Pact. 

The United States and Britain 
have urged a quick decision on 
the Lance, which has a range of 
115 kilometres, and which they 
want updated as a sign of 
NATO’s continued commitment 
to a strong defence. 

Talking with reporters aboard 
his air force jet. Baker Stressed 
the need for consultation and 
collective action 

One controversial topic ex- 
pected to receive attention is lift- 
ing trade sanctions against the 
Soviet Union that were imposed" 
when Moscow invaded Afghanis-: 
tan in 1979. 

Europeans have pushed 
Washington to lift the curbs since 
Soviet Troops are withdrawing 
from Afghanistan. 


Hungary defuses 1956 row, 
supports multi-party system 


BUDAPEST (R) — Hungary’s 
ruling communists have defused a 
major leadership row and have 
voted to back the re-introduction 
of a multi-party system they rep- 
ressed 40 years ago. 

"The Central Committee de- 
rided it imagines rhe develop- 
ment of political pluralism in ...a 
multi-party system.” party leader 
Karoly Grosz said after a critical 
two-day meeting of the com- 
mittee.’ 

He said in an interview that a 
"competitive” multi-party system 
had more chance of preventing 
political errors than a single-party 
system. 

The crisis erupted after senior 
Politburo reformer Imre Pozsgay 
questioned a party line that had 
stood for three decades by calling 
the 1956 rebellion, crushed by 
Soviet tanks, a popular uprising. 


Legislation is already being in- 
troduced that would change the 
power structure in force since the 
communists took over in Hun- 
gary shortly after World War II- 
The Central Committee de- 
rided Pozsgay's remark was "pre- 
mature." Grosz said. 

But he said the committee did 
not choose between calling the 
1956 events a popular uprising or 
a "counter-revolution.” 

“The large majority of the 
Central Committee voted that we 
had to revert to the basic judg- 
ment formed after 1956 which has 
been distorted in the past 30 
years.” Grosz said. 

An early party analysis listed 
among the factors that led to the 
rebellion errors by the country’s 
Stalinist leadership, counter-re- 
volutionary trends and interna- 
tional imperialism. 


After the 1958 execution of 
Imre Nagy, installed as premier 
by populardemand on the second 
day of the rebellion, the events 
began to be referred to only as a 
counter-revolution." 


Pozsgay's statement on 1956, 
based on a party committee study 
but made without consulting the 
Politburo, raised awkward ques- 
tions about the Soviet invasion 
and role of Janos Kadar. who was 
installed by the ^Russians after 
deserting Nagy. Kadar was him- 
self ousted as leader last May." 

Pozsgay’s position in ‘the sup- 
reme 1 1-member Politburo 
appeared at risk after Grosz, 
complaining of indiscipline, said 
political differences endangered 
efficient leadership and invited 
the Central Committee to consid- 
er. changing personnel. 



‘Eccentricslceep ' 
society on its toes’ 


LONDON (R);— -They may 
dress up as pink elephants or - 
dwell in caves but Britain’s eccen- : 
tries are happy and healthy .and. 
their wacky ways benefit society, 
a scientific study shows. The 
study, published Tuesday in. the 
proceedings of the Royal College ■ 
of Physicians m Edinburgh,' ex- £ 
amined the lifestyles of 13frself- "i 
confessed eccentrics who came., 
forward in response, to advertise- 
ments; “British .-eccentrics, are . 
alive and well and as eccentric as / 
ever," said psychologist Dfivid ; 
Weeks of the Royal Edinburgh " . 
Hospital, a co-author of" the 
work. They included a 'man who 
raises money for charity. by dres- 
sing as a pink elephant arid irbseil- 
mg down office towers and a dog, ~ 
iover who appointed his jabrador. 
a company director and . printed 
canine business cards. Another 
lives in a -cave- which becomes 
submerged during high tide. , 
“Eccentrics’ thoughts and feel- 
ings share many similarities with . .. 
those .experienced .mystics, 
Zen Buddhists and artists: -Time ; _ 
and space : may see m_ suspended- 
There are dramaticosdllatioas of /X 
mood followed 5 by -a -revitalised K 
pu rprise in lire. " : Axrd eccentricity T 
appearsrtd; begorirffor you “In 2 
terms- of physical 'health, they are 
resihent,-. .long-lived and require 
minimal tradieat attention,” the ' 
study : smej-. ^’Their obsessive ; ; 
preoecupafions grve their -lives 
meaning ahd provide them with 
clear and' specific goals.” “Is. it 
coincidence that Britain has cor- 
nered the market in the eccentric- 
ity stakes,, remains prodigiously 
innovative and that more than 
half of- the new- ideas adopted by - 
manufacturers. worid-wide origin- 
ate here?" the study said. Or as 
one eccentric told file scientists: ; 

Blessed are the cracked, for AX 
they* shall let in the light.” -/ ^ 
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Spacey Imposter 
pets arrested 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Koreas clash on border 


TOKYO (AP) — North Korea accused South 
Korean troops of firing on North Korean police- 
men across the border Sunday. “It was entirely 
due to the patience and self-control of the civilian 
policemen of our side that this incident did not 
expand into an arms conflict between the two. 
sides." Pyongyang's official Korean Central News 
Agency said. The agency's report, monitored in 
Tokyo, did not mention any injuries or damage, 
but said the alleged firing “gravely threatened the 
safety of the civilian policemen of our side on 
routine duty at the post." The agency said several 
South Korean soldiers fired "many bullets" from 
automatic rifles at 1-.52 p.m. (0452 GMT) Sunday 
from the Chosan military police post in the 
demilitarised zone (DMZ) that divides the two 
nations. It said the post is west of Munsan. a city 
about 40 kilometres north of Seoul and about 16 
kilometres south of the truce village of Panmun- 
jom in the DMZ. 


Baikonir Cosmodrome in Central Asia. TASS 
news agency reported. The spacecraft, Progress- 
40. used itsautopjlot to complete the docking. It 
brought food, water, scientific equipment and mail 
to Alexander Volkov and Sergei Krikalyov, who 
have been aboard the complex since November. 
Pravda reported Sunday that their mission had 
suffered a setback when a spacewalk and the 
proposed attachment of a second research module 
to the station had been postponed. 


London wants new planes 


First woman bishop 


BOSTON (R) — Barbara Harris became the first 
woman bishop of the Anglican Church Saturday in 
a consecration ceremony that brought both cheers 
and protests for the controversial activist priest. 
Harris. 58. became suffragen (assistant) bishop for 
the Diocese of Massachusetts, one of the nation's 
largest Episcopal dioceses, affiliated with the 
Anglican Church. Shu is also the first woman to 
become bishop in any of the three main branches 
of Christianity that regard bishops as direct succes- 
sors to the apostles of Jesus Christ — Anglican, 
Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox. Fifty-five 
bishops crowded around (he small black woman 
from Philadelphia as she stood at the altar inside a 
downtown convention centre, and most of the 
•S.5UU people attending (he ceremony applauded 
repeatedly. 


LONDON (R) — Britain will press for changes in 
aircraft design at an air safely conference this week 
in Canada to make planes less vulnerable to 
terrorist bomb attacks. "We’re going to press for 
sensible design changes to aircraft so they can be 
searched more easily when they're out of service 
and easily searched when they come into service — 
and there should be nowhere to hide a bomb." 
Transport Secretary Paul Chan non told reporters. 
He said this was one of four main areas where 
Britain would press for action at a special ministe- 
rial meeting of the 33-nation International Civil 
Aviation Organisation (ICAO) in Montreal, be- 
ginning Wednesday. Britain and the United States 
requested the meeting after the Lockerbie air 
disaster in December when a bomb ripped apart a 
Pan Am airliner over Scotland, killing all 259 
people on board and 1 1 on the ground. 


Johnson commercial attacked 

STOCKHOLM 


U.N, chief to visit Bangladesh 


DHAKA (AP) — U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar will visit Bangladesh early next 
month to see what help can be given to ease the 
low-lving country's perennial flood problems. 
Foreign Ministry sources said Sunday. More than 
1,400 people died and 25 million were left home- 
less after four-fifths of the nation of 110 million 
people was submerged by monsoon floods last 
summer. Perez de Cuellar is expected to arrive in 
Dhaka March 3 and stay four days, the sources 
said, speaking on condition of anonymity. They 
said he would meet President Hussain Muhammad 
Ershad'and other government leaders and tour 
villages (hat were badly hit by the floods. 


(AP) — Ben Johnson will not 
appear in a Swedish fruit juice commercial until 
late April, but it has already been criticised bv 
athletes, including a four-time Olympic champion. 
Johnson, who was stripped of his 100- metre gold 
medal in the Seoul summer Olympic games after 
testing positive for steroids, was reportedly paid 
$50,(XX) by the Swedish brewery and soft drink 
producer Falcon for a 30-second spot commercial 
for Mer ("More") to be shown at movie theatres 
throughout Sweden. Tomas Gustafson of Sweden 
a double Olympic speed skating champion in 
Sarajevo in 1984 and Calgary Iasi year and a critic 
against drugs in sports, said he was upser after 
watching pan of the commercial on video tape. 


Australia violence rises 


Craft docks with Mir 


MOSCOW (R) — An unmanned spacecraft car- 
rying supplies docked with rhe Soviet space station 
Mir Sunday, a day after blasting off from! the 


CANBERRA (R) — Australia has become, a far 
more violent society in the past 15 years, making 
some parts of its largest dries "no-go" zones 
according to a report released Sunday. Serious 
assault has risen four-fold, reported rapes by 150 
per cent and rohbery has doubled since 1974 
according to a .statistical "study by a national 
committee on violence. But the murder rate has 
remained static and property crimes outnumber 
violent offences 40 to one. The growth in robber- 
ies, rapes and serious assaults have made some 
parts of Australia’s largest cities "nq-go” zones 
according to committee Chairman Professor Dun- 
can Chappell. 



BOSTON (AP) — Robert Hunt 
scorched some kitchen tiles and 
told his wife they fell off the 
ill-fated Challenger space shuttle. 
That, police say, was just one 
prop in Hunt's pose as an astro- 
naut during a period of make- 
believe that -carried him through 
several states, speaking engager, 
moots and marriages. Now his 
wife is leaving him and he faces 
fraud and larceny charges for 
taking his make-believe too far. 
State police arrested Hunt Jan. 28 
in Medford, a suburb of Boston. 
The 27-year-old plumber's son is 
accused of swindling his fourth 
wife and bride of five months, 
Ann Sweeney, of up to $50,000 
on her company-issued credit 
card without her knowledge "ami 
for taking $4,000 from a family on 
the promise he could get their 
18 year-old son out. of the navy. . 
On Jan. 6, calling himself marine - 
Captain Robert J. Hum. the fake- 
astronaut spoke before a g 
called the Experimental "Ait 
Association. 
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Broad cast from top, 
bottom of world 


WASHINGTON (R) — Environ- 
mentalists said last week they 
planned u worldwide television 
broadcasr next year from ‘ atop 
Mount Everest and from tfteTwt- - 
tom of the ocean to mark '"Earth - 
Day 20.” The broadcasts set for 
April 22, 1990. is aimed. at. drama- 
tising dangers to the envftomheiit' 
on the 20th anniversary -of!- Earth 
Day. organisers told. a news com 
ference. Scores of : well-known 
entertainers, including- ■'■■Holly-' 
wood stars E fiza be th ..Taylor, 
Iu !l c Andrew-s. Jack Lemmon 
and Jimmy Stewart. have agreed 
to help plan television qjbdalkfbr 
the anniversary, and" a.'live .toh: " 
ccr ] fr om. London, Los Angeles 
“O. Tokyo- similar 
Aid performance 7 for TEtBknjtan 
1986. .--vrnvT: . . 
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